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40 years in prison for Guatemalan publisher-journalist José Rubén 
Zamora? 
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/40-years-in-prison-for-guatemalan-publisher-journalist

Like thousands of Guatemalans before him, over the past few years, Jose Ruben 
Zamora has been criminalized and jailed by the U.S., Canadian and western-
backed “covenant of the corrupt”, ‘open-for-global-business’ regime in power, a 
“democra*c allie”. 

• Below: Excerpts from Democracy Now interview with Jose Carlos Zamora, son 
of jailed publisher-journalist 

******* 

“Doing Journalism Is a Crime”: Guatemalan Publisher José Rubén Zamora Faces 
40 Years Behind Bars 
Democracy Now, June 13, 2023 
• Watch/Listen: hYps://www.democracynow.org/2023/6/13/

jose_carlos_zamora_guatemala_censorship 

Prominent Guatemalan journalist José Rubén Zamora faces 40 years in prison in 
his sentencing hearing Wednesday for what press freedom and human rights 
groups say are inflated charges of money laundering. Zamora is the founder and 
president of the inves*ga*ve newspaper El Periódico and has long reported on 
Guatemalan government corrup*on. 

El Periódico was forced to shut down last month a`er months of intensifying 
harassment and persecu*on from President Alejandro GiammaYei’s right-wing 
government. The government has held Zamora “as a hostage” for nearly a year as 
part of its wider crackdown on the press, says his son José Carlos Zamora, a 
journalist based in Miami who is advoca*ng for his father’s release. 
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JOSÉ RUBÉN ZAMORA: They chased me and my children in the streets in a very 
dangerous way. My family had to go into exile. My home was illegally raided. But 
they haven’t gone as far as now, with them formally arres*ng me. I don’t know 
how long the process will take. … This is a narco-klepto dictatorship. 
[…] 

AMY GOODMAN: A`er Zamora’s deten*on, El Periódico was forced to stop 
publica*on of its print edi*on. The newspaper then shuYered its online version 
May 15th, due to what the paper called judicial and financial harassment from the 
right-wing government of the Guatemalan President Alejandro GiammaYei. 
[…] 

JOSE RUBEN ZAMORA: In Guatemala, there is a democra*c façade, but the 
execu*ve controls the judiciary. And they are using criminal law to persecute 
anybody who they consider a cri*cal voice.  

The GiammaYei administra*on has been systema*cally aYacking all democra*c 
ins*tu*ons and persecu*ng anybody who had anything to do with figh*ng 
corrup*on, including the highest-profile judges, prosecutors, ac*vists, and in the 
case of my father, journalists. 
[…] 

My father: Throughout his 30-year career, he has been shot at, kidnapped. The 
en*re family has been aYacked and kidnapped. They aYempted to assassinate 
him in 2008. There’s been car bombs. Everything you can imagine has happened. 
[…] 

Before, they would do two things: aYack a journalist’s credibility, because they 
know that’s the only asset a journalist has, and from the other side, they would do 
these death threats and assassina*on aYempts. But then they discovered that 
killing journalists comes at a very high price. 

So, when you control the law and the judiciary, it’s much simpler to use the law to 
persecute anybody who you consider opposi*on. And that’s what they are doing. 
[…] 



But he’s been 319 days in prison today in what preYy much is solitary 
confinement. He spends 23 hours a day in solitary, in a very small cell that is in 
very bad shape. 
[…] 

The government had three objec*ves when they arrested him. One was to punish 
him directly. He has denounced all of their corrupt acts. So they really wanted to 
punish him directly. The second was to shut down the newspaper, which they 
finally managed to do 11 months later, because they also started harassing and 
aYacking adver*sers. And the third point was to send this really clear message to 
all journalists in the country, that in Guatemala, doing journalism is a crime. 
[…] 

The true and the root cause of migra*on is corrup*on and repression and 
violence, and that’s really what’s driving migra*on. And un*l that root cause isn’t 
addressed, people won’t stop migra*ng. So, you definitely can fund a military 
police that tries to stop people south of the border, but unless these root causes 
are addressed, people won’t stop coming to the U.S. 
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Recent background 

A hard, normal day in Guatemala, under boot of the ‘Pacto de Corruptos’ 
By Grahame Russell, May 9, 2023, hYps://mailchi.mp/rightsac*on/a-hard-normal-day-in-
guatemala 

The only purpose of “elecOons” in Guatemala, hYps://mailchi.mp/rightsac*on/the-only-
purpose-of-elec*ons-in-guatemala 

Rights AcOon archives 
• War Crimes Trials & Work to End Corrup*on and Impunity: hYps://rightsac*on.org/other-

war-crimes-trials-archives 
• Elec*ons and No Democracy in Guatemala: hYps://rightsac*on.org/elec*on-archives 

Tax-DeducOble DonaOons (Canada & U.S.) 
To support land and environmental defense, and human rights and jus*ce struggles in Honduras 
and Guatemala, make check to "Rights Ac*on" and mail to: 

• U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
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• Canada: Box 82552 RPO Corktown, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
Credit-card dona*ons: hYps://rightsac*on.org/donate/ 
Direct deposits, write to: info@rightsac*on.org 
Donate securi*es, write to: info@rightsac*on.org 
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Please share and re-post this informa*on 
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More info: info@rightsac*on.org, www.rightsac*on.org 

E-Newsblasts: hYps://rightsac*on.org/subscribe 
Previous E-Newsblasts: hYps://rightsac*on.org/emails 

hYps://www.facebook.com/RightsAc*on.org 
hYps://twiYer.com/RightsAc*on 

hYps://www.instagram.com/rightsac*on 
hYps://www.youtube.com/user/rightsac*on 

****** 
TESTIMONIO 

Canadian Mining in the AYermath of Genocides in Guatemala 
Edited by Catherine Nolin (UNBC) and Grahame Russell (Rights Ac*on) 

hYps://www.tes*moniothebook.org 
hYps://btlbooks.com/book/tes*monio 

******* 

https://rightsaction.org/donate/
mailto:info@rightsaction.org
mailto:info@rightsaction.org
mailto:info@rightsaction.org
http://www.rightsaction.org
https://rightsaction.org/subscribe
https://rightsaction.org/emails
https://www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
https://twitter.com/RightsAction
https://www.instagram.com/rightsaction/
https://www.youtube.com/user/rightsaction
https://www.testioniothebook.org
https://btlbooks.com/book/testimonio

