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A hard, normal day in Guatemala, under boot of the Pacto de 
Corruptos 
By Grahame Russell, May 9, 2023 
h=ps://mailchi.mp/rightsac*on/a-hard-normal-day-in-guatemala 

As an*-migrant violence con*nues to explode on both sides of U.S.-Mexico border, 
I am in Guatemala to coordinate a two-week fact-finding delega*on to learn more 
about the root causes of forced migrancy and refugee flight. 

Recommended: May 8 Democracy Now interview with Jennifer Harbury, 
human rights lawyer and ac*vist with the ‘Angry Tias and Abuelas’, who 
talks of hate-based violence against forced migrants, and history of U.S. 
interven*ons in Central America: h=ps://www.democracynow.org/
2023/5/8/brownsville_shelter 

In the North American media, we learn of some of the issues plaguing forced 
migrants and refugees fleeing across Mexico to the U.S. 

We learn next to nothing about how U.S. and Canadian government policies and 
our companies, banks and investors contribute directly to why tens or hundreds of 
thousands of people are forced to flee Guatemala every year, let alone millions 
fleeing other U.S. and Canadian-backed, repressive and exploita*ve countries in 
La*n America. 

The fact finding delega*on I am accompanying is a group of 11 Canadian students 
enrolled in Professor Catherine Nolin’s course “Geographies of Culture, Rights & 
Power: The Global Order, Injus*ce and Resistance in Guatemala” (h=ps://
www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sec*ons/geography/field-schools/
2016guateinfosheet-preliminary.pdf). Since 2004, I have worked with Catherine 
who offers this course every two years at the University of Northern Bri*sh 
Columbia (UNBC). 
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From May 9-23, we will travel to mainly indigenous-led community defense 
struggles in different regions of the country, suffering and resis*ng the violent, 
harmful and corrupt opera*ons of global mining companies, the food-for-export 
industry and hydro-electric dams. We will meet with vic*ms of the U.S.-backed 
genocides and atroci*es commi=ed by Guatemalan military regimes in the 1970s 
and 80s, and with vic*ms groups, NGOs and lawyers seeking a *ny bit of jus*ce in 
the (corrupted) Guatemalan courts, 40 years later, for the crimes commi=ed. 

In each of these sectors of the global economy, people are being forcibly evicted 
from their lands, suffering human rights viola*ons and repression (including 
killings, maimings, rapes), suffering arbitrary criminaliza*ons and jailings, etc. 

Snap-shot of corrupted Guatemalan legal and electoral systems 
Below, I summarize a few ar*cles published May 3 and 4 in the Prensa 
Comunitaria (h=ps://www.prensacomunitaria.org/), the most balanced source of 
daily news about what is going on in the country.  

Reading through these summaries, or delving into each ar*cle, one gets a be=er 
idea of how the Guatemalan military and economic and poli*cal elites control and 
operate the ins*tu*ons of the government and State. 

Root causes of forced migrancy 
It is the majority of the popula*on (over 17 million, mainly indigenous people), 
who suffer the consequences year in, decade out, of the systemic repression and 
corrup*on, systemic exploita*on and less-than-subsistence salaries that result in 
the forced migrancy of tens, if not hundreds of thousands of Guatemalans every 
year. 

Not a crisis 
Yet Guatemala is not in some sort of crisis period of exploita*on and repression, 
corrup*on and impunity. This is how the government and state inten*onally 
operate, in direct partnership with the U.S., Canada, the E.U. and “interna*onal 
community” who all consider Guatemala a “democra*c allie”. 

Pacto de Corruptos 

https://www.prensacomunitaria.org/


The Guatemalan government and state are controlled by the Pacto de Corruptos - 
a ‘covenant of the corrupt’ economic elites (represented by CACIF, the 
Coordina*ng Commi=ee of Agricultural, Commercial, Industrial and Financial 
Associa*ons), tradi*onal poli*cal elites, military and police. 

The Pacto de Corruptos exercises almost complete control over the Presidency 
and execu*ve branch, Congress and legisla*ve branch, Judiciary and 
administra*on of jus*ce, military and police. 

Not a “Guatemalan” issue 
Ul*mately, the staying power and impunity of the Pacto de Corruptos – da*ng 
back at least to 1954 - resides in, and comes from their long-*me poli*cal, 
economic and military rela*ons with the U.S., Canada and “interna*onal 
community” (including the World Bank, IMF and countless global companies and 
banks). 

*** 

Here are translated sec*ons of a few Prensa Comunitaria ar*cles, addressing 
issues and human rights cases Rights Ac*on has previously reported on. Rights 
Ac*on directly funds some of the courageous NGOs, ac*vists and lawyers involved 
in these dignified, dangerous struggles. 

Persecu@on against reporters and independent media outlets 

Journalists in Guatemala face repressive State 
By Simón Antonio Ramón, May 4, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/periodistas-en-guatemala-se-enfrentan-a-un-estado-
represivo/ 

Journalism in Guatemala faces an increasingly violent context every day, in 
different ways. Since 2021, Prensa Comunitaria has been monitoring aggressions 
and a=acks on the work of journalists na*onwide. So far, 376 aggressions against 
journalists have been recorded, including in*mida*on, judicial harassment and 
restric*ons to sources of informa*on. From May 1, 2022 to April 30, 2023, 185 
aggressions against journalists were registered, 35 cases more than the previous 
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period (May 2021 to May 2022), according to the report of Prensa Comunitaria "El 
Estado de Guatemala, cómplice y garante de la censura" (The State of Guatemala: 
accomplice and guarantor of censorship). 

The monitoring highlights that 23 percent of the cases include the prosecu*on of 
journalists [on trumped up charges], some of them put in jail, such as journalists 
José Rubén Zamora, Robinson Ortega and Carlos Choc, ... . 

Another of the cases that has emerged since 2022 to date is the forced exile of 
journalists and temporary displacements both na*onally and interna*onally due 
to threats and in*mida*ons received by journalists. [...] 

Guatemala among most countries in the world in terms of violence against the 
independent press, rated Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
By Simón Antonio Ramón, 4 May, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/guatemala-entre-los-paises-mas-violentos-del-mundo-
contra-la-prensa-independiente/ 

Violence, harassment and criminal prosecu*on against the independent press and 
freedom of expression [in Guatemala] are on the rise, according to RSF's 2023 
World Press Freedom Index.  

The collec*ve "No Nos Callarán" denounced that twenty-two journalists have 
gone into exile, half of the departures occurred during the month of March 2023. 

RSF considers that Guatemala has been going through a socio-poli*cal crisis for 
five years, "which causes any journalist cri*cal of the state authori*es to be the 
vic*m of reprisals, causing a serious problem of silencing the press". 

The RSF report point out that, "journalis*c inves*ga*ons into acts of corrup*on, 
human rights viola*ons or illicit ac*ons by private companies causes the 
journalists and media responsible to targeted by smear campaigns on social 
networks, then on to state surveillance, police harassment and criminaliza*on, 
with the consent of the Public Prosecutor's Office and the Supreme Court of 
Jus*ce." [...] 
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Government does not respond to IACHR request to visit journalist Zamora 
By Isela Espinoza, May 3, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/gobierno-no-responde-a-solicitud-de-la-cidh-para-
visitar-al-periodista-zamora/ 
  
The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression (RELE) - of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) - stated on Wednesday that 
it is concerned with the trial against the founder of elPeriódico, Jose Rubén 
Zamora, who, on the second day of trial, is defending himself against [criminal 
charges] filed by the Public Prosecutor's Office (MP). 

In addi*on, the Rapporteur regre=ed that her request to the State to visit Zamora 
remains unanswered. "In democra*c states every person in his situa*on should be 
able to be visited," she wrote. [...] 

Journalist Zamora Defends Himself Against Charges 
By Regina Perez, May 3, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/periodista-zamora-se-defiende-de-cargos-de-lavado-
de-dinero/ 

In an extensive statement, journalist Jose Rubén Zamora, founder of elPeriódico, 
defended himself against the accusa*on of money laundering and other charges 
by the Public Prosecutor's Office (MP). On the second day of the trial against the 
founder of elPeriódico, Jose Rubén Zamora, and former auxiliary prosecutor 
Samari Gómez, the journalist tes*fied regarding the Public Prosecutor's Office 
(MP) accusa*on against him for blackmail, influence peddling and money 
laundering. [...] 

Persecu@on against judges, prosecutors, lawyers 

Arrest orders for judge Erika Aifán and two former prosecutors of the Public 
Prosecutor's Office 
By Prensa Comunitaria, May 3, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/ordenan-la-detencion-de-la-exjueza-erika-aifan-y-dos-
exfiscal-del-mp/ 
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The Public Prosecutor's Office (MP) confirmed arrest warrants have been issued 
against the ex-judge of greater risk "D", Erika Aifán, against the ex-prosecutor 
general Thelma Aldana, and against the ex-prosecutor of the Special Prosecutor's 
Office Against Impunity (FECI) Juan Francisco Sandoval.  

[Rights Ac*on: All three of these members of the judicial branch are 
amongst at least 30 judges, prosecutors and lawyers who have fled into 
exile in the past 3 years.] 

The warrants were authorized by the Seventh Criminal Court, the same court that 
recently ordered the arrest of Juan Francisco Solórzano Foppa and Jus*no Brito, 
defense lawyers for José Rubén Zamora. [...] 

CC magistrates benefit judge linked to corrup@on acts 
By Alexander Valdez, May 3, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/magistrados-de-la-cc-beneficia-a-juez-vinculado-en-
actos-de-corrupcion/ 

A judge in the department of Zacapa will not be inves*gated by the MP. In 2021, 
the FECI linked him to a criminal organiza*on involved in illegal issuance of 
passports. Magistrates of the Cons*tu*onal Court (CC) ruled against reac*va*ng 
the pre-trial inves*ga*on against a judge in the Criminal Sentencing Court of 
Zacapa, Edgar Aroldo Hichos Flores, whom the Special Prosecutor's Office against 
Impunity (FECI) - when it was directed by Juan Francisco Sandoval – implicated in 
the case called Migración-Chiquimula. [...] 

War crimes trial con@nue for massacre commiVed by U.S.-backed military in 
1982 

Las Dos Erres case trial: methods to iden@fy vic@ms presented 
By Alexander Valdez, May 3, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/juicio-por-caso-dos-erres-presentan-metodos-para-
iden*ficar-a-las-vic*mas/ 

Judges of the High Risk Court "E" con*nue developing the case against soldiers 
José Mardoqueo Or*z Morales, Gilberto Jordán and Alfonzo Bulux Vicente, 
accused for their par*cipa*on in the Massacre in Las Dos Erres, in December 
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1982. In the indictment of the Human Rights Prosecutor's Office, they are accused 
of having been part of the military squadron of 55 soldiers that massacred 201 
people in the village of Las Dos Erres, located in Las Cruces, Petén. The indictment 
states that on December 7, 1982, the military tortured the campesinos of Las Dos 
Erres, raped the women, and finally executed the vic*ms. The bodies of the 
inhabitants of Las Dos Erres community were found piled up in a well, where, 
according to witnesses, the vic*ms had been dumped by the Army. [...] 

Persecu@on against opposi@on par@es, in lead up to June 2023 presiden@al 
elec@ons 

Blocking of opposi@on par@es and candidates: Seeds of electoral fraud in 
Guatemala 
By Paolina Albani, May 4, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/bloqueo-poli*co-a-opositores-la-semilla-de-un-fraude-
electoral-a*pico-en-guatemala/ 

The presiden*al / vice-presiden*al candidacy of Thelma Cabrera and Jordán 
Rodas, of the MLP (Movement for the Libera*on of the Peoples party); Roberto 
Arzú, of the Podemos party; Aldo Dávila, candidate for the Vos party; and Juan 
Francisco Solórzano Foppa, of the coali*on of le{ist par*es Semilla/URNG/Winaq, 
have all been excluded by the Supreme Electoral Tribunal (TSE) or the Comptroller 
General of Accounts (CGC), from par*cipa*ng in the general elec*ons of June 25. 
Former Chancellor, Edgar Gu*érrez, has predicted that they will be "the most 
vulnerable and manipulated elec*ons in 40 years". [...] 

"Let's fill the Congress and the mayors' offices": MLP answers CC rejec@on 
By Prensa Comunitaria, May 3, 2023 
h=ps://prensacomunitaria.org/2023/05/llenemos-el-congreso-y-las-alcaldias-la-respuesta-del-
mlp-ante-rechazo-de-la-cc/ 

"Let's fill the Congress and the municipali*es", has been the call of Thelma 
Cabrera, presiden*al candidate of the Movement for the Libera*on of the Peoples 
(MLP), a{er learning of the decision of the Cons*tu*onal Court (CC) that le{ out 
her candidacy out the elec*ons. The decision of the CC, according to Cabrera and 
her vice-presiden*al candidate, Jordán Rodas, has confirmed not only the co-
opta*on of the courts, but also the consolida*on of the electoral fraud that the 
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MLP began to denounce since the beginning of this year. "The MLP does not have 
president/vice-president candidates, now, but it does have mayorships and 
depu*es. There, we will demonstrate our dignity and courage by filling the 
Congress with MLP depu*es. The criminals are afraid of us. They fear the na*onal 
project we are building that goes against their interests, against their privileges. 
This is our opportunity to show our dignity. Let's not be accomplices of the 
corrupt", said Cabrera in a declara*on released on social media. […] 

More informa@on – Rights Ac@on archives 
• War Crimes Trials & Work to End Corrup*on and Impunity: h=ps://

rightsac*on.org/other-war-crimes-trials-archives 
• Elec*ons and No Democracy in Guatemala: h=ps://rightsac*on.org/elec*on-

archives 

*** 

Tax-Deduc@ble Dona@ons (Canada & U.S.) 
To support land and environmental defense, and human rights and jus*ce 
struggles in Honduras and Guatemala, make check to "Rights Ac*on" and mail to: 

• U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
• Canada: Box 82552 RPO Corktown, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 

Credit-card dona*ons: h=ps://rightsac*on.org/donate/ 
Direct deposits, write to: info@rightsac*on.org 
Donate securi*es, write to: info@rightsac*on.org 

Act / S@r up the pot / Chip away 
Keep sending copies of Rights Ac*on informa*on (and that of other solidarity 
groups/ NGOs) to family and friends, your networks, poli*cians and media outlets, 
asking: ‘When will there be binding legal and poli*cal accountability for how our 
governments, companies and investment firms help cause, benefit from and turn 
a blind eye to corrup*on and impunity, and to poverty, repression environmental 
harms in countries like Honduras and Guatemala (and beyond)?’ 

• U.S. Senate: h=ps://www.senate.gov/senators/contact 
• U.S. House: h=ps://www.house.gov/representa*ves/find-your-

representa*ve 
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• Canadian Parliament: h=ps://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/
members 

******* 
Please share and re-post this informa*on 

******* 
More info: info@rightsac*on.org, www.rightsac*on.org 

E-Newsblasts: h=ps://rightsac*on.org/subscribe 
h=ps://www.facebook.com/RightsAc*on.org 

h=ps://twi=er.com/RightsAc*on 
h=ps://www.instagram.com/rightsac*on 

h=ps://www.youtube.com/user/rightsac*on 
******* 

TESTIMONIO-Canadian Mining in the Ahermath of Genocides in Guatemala 
Edited by Catherine Nolin (UNBC) and Grahame Russell (Rights Ac*on) 

h=ps://www.tes*moniothebook.org 
h=ps://btlbooks.com/book/tes*monio 
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