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Journalist	Ruben	Zamora	jailed	by	narco-klepto	dictatorship	in	
Guatemala	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/ruben-zamora-jailed-by-narco-klepto-dictatorship-in-guatemala 
	

• Below:	New	York	Times	article	
	
Using	the	law	as	a	weapon	of	repression,	the	corrupt,	pro-global	capitalist	regime	in	Guatemala	
arrested	Ruben	Zamora,	the	latest	defender	of	democracy	and	rule	of	law,	human	rights	and	
justice,	land	and	the	environment	to	be	‘criminalized’.	
	
The	U.S.,	Canada,	IMF,	World	Bank	and	transnational	companies	and	banks	maintain	‘business-
as-usual’	economic,	political	and	military	relations.	
	

*******	
	
In	Widening	Crackdown,	Renowned	Journalist	Arrested	in	Guatemala	
José	Rubén	Zamora,	an	award-winning	journalist	and	president	of	the	elPeriódico	newspaper,	
was	arrested	at	his	home	in	Guatemala	City.	
By	Oscar	Lopez,	July	30,	2022	
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/30/world/americas/guatemala-journalist-zamora-arrest.html	
	

	
José	Rubén	Zamora,	arrested	July	29,	2022	in	Guatemala	City	
Credit:	Johan	Ordonez/Agence	France-Presse—Getty	Images	

	



In	another	sign	of	growing	political	repression	in	Guatemala,	the	authorities	have	arrested	an	
award-winning	journalist	who	was	critical	of	the	government	and	raided	the	offices	of	the	
newspaper	he	founded.	
	
José	Rubén	Zamora,	president	of	the	elPeriódico	newspaper,	was	arrested	at	his	home	in	
Guatemala	City	on	Friday	night	on	charges	including	money	laundering,	blackmail	and	influence	
peddling,	according	to	the	Guatemalan	attorney	general’s	office.	
	
“There	must	be	a	conspiracy,	a	persecution,”	Mr.	Zamora	told	reporters	outside	his	home	as	he	
was	being	held	by	the	police.	“If	that’s	the	case,	we	must	pay	for	the	love	of	Guatemala	with	jail	
time.”	
	
Mr.	Zamora’s	arrest	is	the	latest	move	by	Guatemalan	authorities	to	stifle	political	dissent	and	
crush	attempts	to	expose	graft	in	the	government	of	President	Alejandro	Giammattei,	[…].	
	
In	May,	the	State	Department	announced	sanctions	against	the	country’s	attorney	general,	
María	Consuelo	Porras,	accusing	her	of	involvement	in	“significant	corruption”	and	of	
attempting	to	derail	investigations	into	graft,	by	firing	of	prosecutors	and	more.	
	
“During	her	tenure,	Porras	repeatedly	obstructed	and	undermined	anti-corruption	
investigations	in	Guatemala	to	protect	her	political	allies	and	gain	undue	political	favor,”	
Secretary	of	State	Antony	Blinken	said	in	a	statement.	
	
The	sanctions	appeared	to	have	little	effect.	
	

	
Attorney	General	Maria	Conseulo	Porras,	Guatemala	City,	April	2022	

Credit:	Sandra	Sebastian/Reuters	
	



Earlier	this	month,	Ms.	Porras	ousted	eight	prosecutors	in	a	matter	of	weeks,	according	to	
Human	Rights	Watch,	including	Hilda	Pineda,	who	had	taken	former	president	Efraín	Ríos	
Montt	to	court	for	crimes	including	genocide.	
	
As	well	as	arresting	Mr.	Zamora,	authorities	detained	an	assistant	prosecutor	in	the	special	
prosecutor’s	office	against	impunity,	Samari	Carolina	Gómez	Díaz,	for	“revealing	confidential	
information,”	Rafael	Curruchiche,	who	leads	the	anti-impunity	office,	said	in	a	video	message	
on	Twitter.	
	
Earlier	this	month,	Mr.	Curruchiche	was	placed	on	a	State	Department	list	of	people	from	
Central	America	accused	of	having	“knowingly	engaged	in	acts	that	threaten	democratic	
processes	or	institutions,	engaged	in	significant	corruption,	or	obstructed	investigations,”	
barring	them	from	entry	into	the	U.S.	
	
In	the	video	statement,	Mr.	Curruchiche	repeatedly	insisted	that	Mr.	Zamora’s	arrest	“has	no	
relation	to	his	work	as	a	journalist”	but	was	instead	related	to	“his	position	as	a	businessman.”	
	
Under	Mr.	Zamora’s	leadership,	elPeriodico	had	reported	on	several	allegations	of	corruption	
within	the	Giammattei	administration,	including	within	the	prosecutor’s	office,	and	his	sudden	
arrest	was	widely	criticized	by	human	rights	groups.	
	
“This	case	could	be	a	breaking	point	for	the	guarantees	of	freedom	of	expression	in	
Guatemala,”	said	Juan	Pappier,	senior	Americas	researcher	at	Human	Rights	Watch,	in	an	email.	
“If	this	continues	like	this,	there	will	soon	be	no	one	who	can	effectively	expose	and	curb	
corruption	and	abuse	of	power	in	the	country.”	
	
Beyond	arresting	Mr.	Zamora,	the	Guatemalan	authorities	also	raided	elPeriodico’s	offices	on	
Friday	evening,	forcing	some	30	employees	out	of	the	building,	while	several	others	were	held	
inside	the	offices	all	night	with	their	phones	taken	away,	the	newspaper	reported.	
	
The	Association	of	Guatemalan	Journalists	said	in	a	statement	that	the	raid	was	carried	out	“to	
censor	the	Saturday	print	edition	of	elPeriodico.”	
	
“The	accusations	against	Zamora	and	elPeriodico	are	part	of	a	campaign	of	persecution,	
criminalization	and	censorship,”	the	statement	read,	“against	media	outlets	and	journalists	that	
do	not	bow	to	the	interests	of	state	authorities.”	
	
Mr.	Zamora	has	been	internationally	recognized	for	his	work	in	Guatemala,	with	honors	
including	the	Maria	Moors	Cabot	Prize	from	Columbia	University	and	an	International	Press	
Freedom	Award	from	the	Committee	to	Protect	Journalists.	
	
In	a	video	posted	on	social	media	on	Saturday,	Mr.	Zamora	spoke	from	behind	bars,	saying	he	
would	begin	a	hunger	strike	in	protest	of	his	arrest.	
	



“Let	me	die	if	necessary,”	he	said.	“But	let	there	be	justice.”	
	

*******	
	
“The	Hunger	Games”	unjust,	unequal	global	order	
	
Rights	Action	(US	&	Canada)	
Since	1995,	Rights	Action	funds	land	and	environment,	justice	and	human	rights	defense	struggles	in	Guatemala	
and	Honduras;	Rights	Action	provides	emergency	relief	funds	(hurricanes,	victims	of	repression,	Covid19,	etc.);	
Rights	Action	works	to	hold	accountable	the	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments,	multi-national	companies,	investors	
and	banks	(World	Bank,	etc.)	that	help	cause	and	profit	from	exploitation	and	poverty,	repression	and	human	
rights	violations,	environmental	harms,	corruption	and	impunity	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala.	
	
Act	/	Stir	up	the	pot	/	Chip	away	
Keep	sending	copies	of	Rights	Action	information	(and	that	of	other	solidarity	groups/	NGOs)	to	family	and	friends,	
your	networks,	politicians	and	media	outlets,	asking:	‘When	will	there	be	binding	legal	and	political	accountability	
for	how	our	governments,	companies	and	investment	firms	help	cause,	benefit	from	and	turn	a	blind	eye	to	
corruption	and	impunity,	and	to	poverty,	repression	environmental	harms	in	countries	like	Honduras	and	
Guatemala	(and	beyond)?’	
• U.S.	Senate:	https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact	
• U.S.	House:	https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative	
• Canadian	Parliament:	https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members	
	
Follow	work	of	/	get	involved	with	other	solidarity/NGO	groups	
• Honduras	Now:	https://www.hondurasnow.org/	
• Honduras	Solidarity	Network:	www.hondurassolidarity.org	
• Witness	for	Peace	Solidarity	Collective:	www.solidaritycollective.org	
• Friendship	Office	of	the	Americas:	https://friendshipamericas.org	
• NISGUA	(Network	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	Guatemala):	www.nisgua.org,	

https://twitter.com/NISGUA_Guate,	https://www.facebook.com/NISGUA.Guate	
• GHRC	(Guatemalan	Human	Rights	Commission):	www.ghrc-usa.org,	https://twitter.com/GHRCUSA	
• Breaking	the	Silence:	www.breakingthesilenceblog.com,	https://twitter.com/BTS_MG,	

https://www.facebook.com/BTSGuateMaritimes	
• CISPES	(Committee	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	El	Salvador):	www.cispes.org	
• Peace	Brigades	International-Canada:	https://twitter.com/PBIcanada;	https://pbicanada.org/	
• Mining	Watch	Canada:	www.miningwatch.ca	
• Mining	Injustice	Solidarity	Network:	https://mininginjustice.org	
• Mining	Justice	Alliance:	https://miningjusticealliance.wordpress.com	
• Common	Frontiers	Canada:	www.commonfrontiers.ca	
• Alliance	for	Global	Justice:	www.afgj.org	
• CODEPINK:	www.codepink.org	
• School	of	Americas	Watch:	www.soaw.org	
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Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	land	and	environmental	defenders,	and	human	rights	and	justice	struggles	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	
make	check	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	
• U.S.:	Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:	(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	
Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	



Donations	of	securities	in	Canada	and	the	U.S.?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
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Please	share	and	re-post	this	information	

Subscribe	to	Email	Newsblasts:	https://rightsaction.org/subscribe	
https://www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

https://twitter.com/RightsAction	
https://www.instagram.com/rightsaction	

https://www.youtube.com/user/rightsaction	
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