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The	global	mining	industry,	

and	the	Guatemalan	state	and	government	co-opted	by	
criminal	networks	

Below:	The	Intercept	article,	by	Sandra	Cuffe	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/the-global-mining-industry-and-the-guatemalan-state-government-co-opted-by-

criminal-networks	
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The	Hidden	Story	of	a	Notorious	Guatemalan	Nickel	Mine	
March	27,	2022,	by	Sandra	Cuffe,	The	Intercept,	in	partnership	with	Forbidden	Stories	
https://theintercept.com/2022/03/27/solway-guatemala-nickel-mine/	
	
This	account	of	bribery,	pollution	and	repression	related	to	Solway	Investment	
Group’s	“Fenix”	mine	in	Guatemala,	is	based	on	leaked	documents	of	the	
company.	
	

	
The	Fenix	nickel	mine	on	the	north	shore	of	Lake	Izabal,	Guatemala,	in	January	2022.		

Photo	from	The	Intercept:	Joe	Parkin	Daniels	

	
TESTIMONIO:	Canadian	Mining	in	the	Aftermath	of	Genocides	in	
Guatemala	



The	Intercept	article	re-confirms	and	adds	to	what	is	published	in	our	book	
TESTIMONIO	(by	Between	The	Lines,	2021).	In	chapter	2,	find	an	earlier	article	by	
Sandra	Cuffe:	“Mining	in	the	Guatemalan	Mafia	State”.	

• Order	books:	https://btlbooks.com/book/testimonio	
• Watch	Book	Launch:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7ZeNaMaFtk	
• More	information:	www.testimoniothebook.org	

	
Guatemalan	Judge	Erika	Aifan	forced	into	exile,	facing	death	threats	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/guatemalan-judge-erika-aifan-forced-into-exile	
	
Complimentary	to	The	Intercept	article	and	TESTIMONIO,	that	document	the	
corruption,	violence	and	impunity	of	wealthy	and	powerful	Guatemalan	elites	and	
their	‘international	community’	partners,	this	El	Faro	news	article	sets	out	in	
depressingly	clear	fashion	how	“The	Guatemalan	state	and	three	branches	of	
government	have	been	co-opted	by	criminal	networks.	It	is	a	megastructure,	
including	international	actors,	rooted	in	Guatemala’s	past”	
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Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	land	and	environmental	defense	struggles,	human	rights	and	justice	
struggles	in	Guatemala	and	Honduras	–	such	as	the	community	defenders	profiled	
this	The	Intercept	article	and	TESTIMONIO	-	make	check	to	"Rights	Action"	and	
mail	to:	

• U.S.:	Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:	(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	

Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	securities	in	Canada	and	the	U.S.?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
Bank-to-bank	transfers?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
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Please	share	this	information	widely	

More	information:	info@rightsaction.org,	www.rightsaction.org	
Subscribe	to	Email	Newsblasts:	https://rightsaction.org/subscribe	

FB:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	
Tw:	@RightsAction	

Instagram:	https://www.instagram.com/rightsaction	
YT:	https://www.youtube.com/user/rightsaction	
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