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This	article	is	another	toe	in	the	door	of	media	and	political	silence	concerning	how	Canadian	
government	policies	and	mining	operations	in	Latin	America	directly	contribute	to	violence	and	
destitution,	corruption	and	impunity	that	force	people	to	flee	home	and	country.	
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In	October	2018,	a	group	of	some	4,000	migrants	set	out	en	masse	from	Honduras,	headed	north	
toward	the	United	States-Mexico	border.	In	the	weeks	that	followed,	an	all-out	panic	over	this	“migrant	
caravan”	gripped	the	U.S.	political	mainstream.	Donald	Trump’s	administration	painted	the	caravan	as	a	
Trojan	Horse,	teeming	with	traffickers,	criminals	and	gang	members.	The	spectacle	of	the	caravan	
eventually	gave	way	to	that	of	the	border	itself,	which	daily	throws	up	new	horrors:	harrowing	images	of	
migrant	detainees	crowded	into	squalid	concentration	camps,	held	in	cages	under	freeway	
overpasses,	drowned	in	the	waters	of	the	Rio	Grande.	
	
It	can	be	easy	to	imagine	that	as	Canadians,	we	have	little	direct	stake	in	this	drama.	We	are	reassured	
in	this	thinking	by	recent	reports	declaring	that	Canada	resettled	more	refugees	than	any	other	nation	in	



2018.	Such	accomplishments,	we	tell	ourselves,	make	us	mere	observers	of	the	humanitarian	calamity	
currently	unfolding	at	the	U.S.	southern	border.	
	
Never	has	it	been	more	necessary	to	abandon	this	fantasy.	Canada	is	centrally	involved	in	the	life-and-
death	struggle	for	migrant	justice	in	the	United	States.	
	
Our	foreign	economic	policies	and	domestic	asylum	laws	are	working	in	tandem	with	the	U.S.	and	
exposing	asylum-seekers,	particularly	those	from	Latin	America,	to	the	worst	excesses	of	a	punitive	
American	immigration	system.	
	
Canada	is	complicit	
Though	Canada	is	generally	understood	as	a	modest	“middle	power”	whose	foreign	interventions	are	
mostly	limited	to	peacekeeping	missions,	the	vast	global	reach	of	Canadian	business	and	investment	
capital	—	particularly	in	mining	—	tells	a	different	story.	
	
As	Pierre	Bélanger,	a	Harvard	mining	researcher	and	landscape	architect,	shows,	fully	two-thirds	of	the	
world’s	mining	firms	are	currently	incorporated	in	Canada,	making	our	mining	industry	the	largest	in	the	
world.	Under	Canadian	law,	these	companies	benefit	from	generous	tax	incentives,	a	favourable	
regulatory	environment	and	easy	access	to	the	Toronto	Stock	Exchange,	known	as	the	TSX	—	among	the	
globe’s	leading	commodities	exchange	markets.	
	
Coupled	with	a	foreign	policy	framework	designed	specifically	to	secure	favourable	investment	
conditions	for	Canadian	capital	abroad,	these	affordances	have	helped	firms	like	Goldcorp	(Newmont	
Goldcorp	since	January	2019),	Barrick	Gold	and	Teck	extend	their	operations	to	almost	all	corners	of	the	
world.	
	
But	perhaps	nowhere	do	they	operate	as	intensively	as	in	Latin	America.	
	
As	of	2013,	Canadian	mining	companies	operated	some	80	projects	across	the	region,	with	nearly	50	
more	in	the	development	or	feasibility	stage.	In	2012,	these	operations,	most	of	them	in	Mexico,	Chile	
and	Peru,	generated	more	than	US$19	billion	in	revenue.	
	
This	outsized	presence	has	made	Canada	the	third-largest	investor	in	Latin	America	globally.	
At	the	same	time,	it	has	made	Canadian	capital	one	of	the	most	disruptive	and	belligerent	forces	in	the	
region.	
	
Canadian	mining	and	the	2009	Honduras	military	coup	
Consider	the	case	of	Honduras,	where	in	the	early	2000s,	Canadian	investment	surpassed	$100	million,	
much	of	it	concentrated	in	mining	and	exploration.	In	response	to	popular	discontent	with	the	scale	of	
these	operations	and	their	adverse	environmental	and	public	health	effects,	the	centre-left	President	
Manuel	Zelaya	proposed	a	series	of	modest	checks	on	the	industry	following	his	election	in	2005.	
	
While	these	policies	triggered	a	decline	in	foreign-direct	investment,	they	were	by	no	means	
catastrophic.	All	the	same,	the	new	policies	elicited	a	strong	response	both	among	the	Honduran	elite	
and	among	those	—	like	Canada	—	with	a	vested	interest	in	the	sustained	growth	of	the	mining	sector.	
	
Little	surprise	that	when	Zelaya	was	forced	into	exile	during	a	2009	military	coup,	the	Canadian	
state	threw	its	diplomatic	weight	behind	his	opponent,	Porfirio	(Pepe)	Lobo,	who	was	widely	expected	



to	implement	laws	favourable	to	the	mining	sector.	This	despite	his	regime’s	well-documented	use	
of	violent	force	against	dissidents	and	journalists.	
	
One	need	not	support	Zelaya	to	grasp	how	this	cozy	alliance	between	Canadian	foreign	investment	
policy,	the	interests	of	Canadian	mining	firms	and	the	repressive	activities	of	a	dictatorship	widely	seen	
as	illegitimate	might	conspire	to	drive	Hondurans	north	by	the	thousands.	This	alliance,	after	all,	has	
by	many	reports	only	intensified	political	repression	and	environmental	degradation	in	the	country.	
	
Yet	even	as	Canada	contributes	to	the	disruption	of	communities	in	Honduras	and	elsewhere	in	Latin	
America,	it	remains	obstinate	in	restricting	Latin	American	access	to	asylum	protections.	This	is	due	in	
large	part	to	Canadian	Parliament’s	failure	to	repeal	the	2004	Safe	Third	Country	Agreement	(STCA).	
	
Commitment	to	accept	refugees	
Since	1969,	Canada	has	been	signatory	to	the	United	Nations	Convention	Relating	to	the	Status	of	
Refugees.	Among	other	things,	this	framework	commits	Canada	to	accepting	refugees	who	face	threats	
of	persecution,	violence	or	repression	in	their	home	countries	or	in	any	other	territory.	It	also	mandates	
that	we	may	only	reject	asylum	claims	if	the	claimant	can	be	returned	to	some	“safe”	third	country.	
The	STCA	legally	declared	the	United	States	one	such	country.	
	
The	agreement	also	specifies	that	Canada	will	only	entertain	asylum	claims	from	those	whose	first	point	
of	arrival	is	a	Canadian	port	of	entry,	and	not	some	other	place	where	they	might	safely	file	such	a	claim,	
like	the	United	States.	
	
Given	the	economic	barriers	that	Latin	American	migrants	face	in	securing	uninterrupted	passage	to	
Canada,	declaring	the	U.S.	safe,	in	the	words	of	the	Canadian	Council	for	Refugees,	“closes	the	door	on	
most	refugee	claimants	presenting	themselves	at	an	official	port	of	entry	at	the	U.S.-Canada	border:	
instead	of	being	allowed	to	enter	Canada	to	make	a	refugee	claim,	they	are	sent	back	to	the	U.S.”	
	
Never	a	sound	principle,	in	recent	months	the	case	for	the	United	States	as	a	safe	third	country	has	
evaporated	altogether.	
	
No	country	where	immigrant	families	so	fear	arrest	that	they	hesitate	to	leave	their	homes	is	a	safe	one.	
No	country	where	the	detention	of	even	those	with	documentation	is	routinely	dismissed	as	“collateral	
damage”	is	a	safe	one.	And	no	country	where	asylum-seekers	and	even	full	citizens	are	corralled	into	
camps	as	elected	officials	cobble	together	new	ways	to	restrict	the	mobility	of	migrants	abroad	—
	conjuring	yet	more	“safe	third	countries”	into	existence	—	can	be	called	safe.	
	
By	refusing	to	repeal	the	STCA,	even	as	it	enables	the	displacement	of	communities	across	Latin	
America,	the	Canadian	government	implicates	itself	in	these	abuses.	
	
We	Canadians,	then,	are	faced	with	a	choice.	We	can	continue	to	indulge	the	fantasy	that	we	are	
peripheral	to	the	fate	of	Latin	American	migrants	in	the	United	States.	Or	we	can	work	to	hold	our	
government	to	account	for	how	its	policies,	implemented	in	our	name,	chart	a	path	for	migrants	that	
leads	squarely	to	camps.	
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Since	1995,	Rights	Action	funds	human	rights,	environment	and	territory	defense	struggles	and	projects	in	
Guatemala	and	Honduras;	funds	victims	of	repression,	human	rights	violations,	health	harms	and	natural	disasters;	
and	works	to	hold	accountable	the	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments,	multi-national	companies,	investors	and	banks	
(World	Bank,	etc.)	that	help	cause	and	profit	from	repression	and	human	rights	violations,	environmental	harms	
and	forced	evictions,	corruption	and	impunity	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala.	
	
Why	are	close	to	250,000	Hondurans	&	Guatemalans	fleeing	this	year	alone?	
The	U.S.,	Canada	and	“international	community”	are	keeping	in	place	the	very	conditions	that	force	tens	
of	thousands	of	Hondurans	and	Guatemalans	to	flee	their	countries,	every	year.	
	
Forced	migrants	and	the	“Venezuela	factor”	
A	majority	of	the	forced	migrants/	refugees	arriving	at	the	U.S.	border	are	fleeing	Honduras	and	
Guatemala	whose	corrupt,	repressive,	exploitative	governments	maintain	full	relations	with	the	U.S.	and	
Canadian	governments	and	are	“democratic	allies”	in	the	U.S.	and	Canadian-led	efforts	to	illegally	
overthrow	the	Venezuela	government.	
	
Impunity	for	U.S.	&	Canadian	complicity	
The	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments,	the	World	Bank	and	global	businesses	and	investors	(privatized	
hydro-electric	dams,	mining	extraction,	African	palm,	sugar	cane	and	fruit	production,	garment	
“sweatshop”	factors,	tourism	complexes,	etc.)	maintain	profitable	relations	with	anti-democratic,	
corrupt,	repressive	governments	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	turning	participating	in	exploitation	and	
repression,	environmental	devastation	and	human	rights	violations,	corruption	and	impunity.	
	
There	is	no	political	or	legal	over-sight	or	accountability	in	the	U.S.	and	Canada	for	our	complicity	in	
Guatemala	and	Honduras’	nightmare.	
	
Get	Informed	/	Get	Involved	
• Speakers:	Invite	us	to	give	presentations	about	these	inter-connected	issues	and	struggles	
• Delegations:	Join	human	rights	educational	trips	to	Guatemala	and	Honduras	
• Daily	news:	www.democracynow.org;	www.theintercept.com;	www.telesurtv.net/english;	

www.therealnews.com;	www.theguardian.com/us-news;	www.rabble.ca;		
	
Stir	up	the	pot	
Call,	act,	stir	up	the	pot.		Keep	sending	copies	of	Rights	Action	information	(and	that	of	other	solidarity	
groups/	NGOs)	to	family,	friends	and	networks,	politicians	and	media	–	always	asking	the	question	as	to	
why	our	governments,	companies	and	investment	firms	benefit	from	and	turn	a	blind	eye	to	poverty,	
repression	and	violence,	environmental	and	health	harms	that	are	directly	causing	the	forced	migrancy	/	
refugee	crisis	in	Guatemala	and	Honduras.	
	
• Senators:	https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact	
• House	of	representatives:	https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative	
• Parliament	members:	https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members	
	
Other	solidarity/	NGO	groups	in	U.S.	and	Canada	
• Honduras	Solidarity	Network:	www.hondurassolidarity.org;	
• Witness	for	Peace:	www.witnessforpeace.org;		
• School	of	Americas	Watch:	www.soaw.org;		
• Common	Frontiers	Canada:	www.commonfrontiers.ca;		



• Breaking	the	Silence:	www.breakingthesilenceblog.com;		
• NISGUA	(Network	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	Guatemala):	www.nisgua.org;		
• Mining	Watch:	www.miningwatch.ca;		
• CISPES	(Committee	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	El	Salvador),	www.cispes.org;		
• Alliance	for	Global	Justice:	www.afgj.org;	
• CODEPINK:	www.codepink.org;		
• GHRC	(Guatemalan	Human	Rights	Commission):	www.ghrc-usa.org;		
• Mining	Injustice	Solidarity	Network:	https://mininginjustice.org;		
• Mining	Justice	Alliance:	https://miningjusticealliance.wordpress.com;	
• Simcoe	County	Honduras	Rights	Monitor:	

https://simcoecountyhondurasrightsmonitor.wordpress.com/	
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Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	directly	fund	and	support	our	partner	community	defense	groups	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	make	
check	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	

• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	

Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/		
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
	

Please	share	this	information	widely	
More	information:	info@rightsaction.org,	www.rightsaction.org	

Subscribe	to	our	free	e-Newsletters:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	@RightsAction	
	


