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Estimated	250,000	Hondurans	&	Guatemalans	to	be	apprehended	at	U.S.	border	
this	year	
[https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/estimated-250000-hondurans-guatemalans-to-be-apprehended-at-us-border-this-year]	

	
• Below:	“U.S.	border	authorities	hold	migrant	families	in	a	pen	under	an	El	Paso	bridge”	(by	Kate	

Linthicum,	Los	Angeles	Times)	
	
Central	American	punching	bag:	The	pathological	cycle	of	U.S.	&	Canadian	policies	in	
Honduras	&	Guatemala	
Commentary	by	Grahame	Russell	

	
Fueling	and	profiting	from	the	fire,	the	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments	and	multiple	economic	interests	
are,	since	the	2009	military	coup	(without	going	back	further	in	history),	enabling	and	empowering	the	
corrupted,	repressive	Honduran	government,	military	and	economic	elites	that	create	the	conditions	
that	force	so	many	to	flee.	
	
Below,	another	moving	article	about	the	plight	of	hundreds	of	thousands	of	migrants	forced	to	flee	
Central	America	(mainly	Honduras	and	Guatemala).		Another	article	that	critiques	U.S.	policy	and	legal	
failures	attending	to	people	seeking	asylum	at	U.S.-Mexico	border	crossings.	
	
And	it	is	another	article	that	ignores	how	U.S.	economic,	political	and	military	policies	in	Central	
America,	going	back	decades,	are	directly	creating	and	re-creating	the	very	conditions	that	so	force	so	
many	to	flee	in	the	first	place.	
	
More	“aid”	is	not	needed	for	the	refugee-producing	countries,	primarily	Honduras,	Guatemala	and	El	
Salvador.		“Aid”	from	the	U.S.,	Canada,	the	EU,	etc.,	often	(not	always)	serves	to	keep	in	place	the	same	
exploitative,	violent	socio-economic	systems	in	place.		What	is	needed	are	for	the	U.S.,	Canada,	the	
European	Community,	World	Bank,	numerous	global	companies	&	investors,	etc.	to	be	held	accountable	
for	benefitting	from	helping	maintain	in	power	repressive,	corrupt	and	anti-democratic	government,	
military	and	economic	elites	in	Guatemala	and	Honduras.	
	
*******	
U.S.	border	authorities	hold	migrant	families	in	a	pen	under	an	El	Paso	bridge	
By	Kate	Linthicum,	March	29,	2019,	Los	Angeles	Times	
Article	&	photos:	https://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-americas/la-na-asylum-migrants-el-paso-camp-20190329-htmlstory.html	
	



	
Hundreds	of	migrants	seeking	asylum	are	held	in	a	temporary	transition	area	under	the	Paso	del	Norte	bridge	in	El	Paso.	(Gary	Coronado	/	Los	
Angeles	Times)	
	
Darkness	had	fallen,	but	few	in	this	cramped	outdoor	detention	camp	would	sleep.	Most	of	the	migrants	
huddled	in	the	cold	desert	air	had	nothing	but	thin	blankets	of	insulated	plastic	to	protect	them	from	the	
wind.	
	
Rows	of	families,	including	small	children	and	babies,	lay	directly	on	the	dirt	floor.	Some	had	been	living	
like	this,	exposed	to	the	elements	under	an	El	Paso	bridge,	for	four	days,	held	there	by	U.S.	border	
authorities.	
	
The	hastily	erected	holding	pen,	U.S.	officials	say,	is	an	extreme	but	necessary	response	to	a	recent	
increase	in	Central	American	families	crossing	illegally	into	the	country	to	ask	for	asylum.	A	Customs	and	
Border	Protection	spokesman	on	Friday	called	the	pen	a	temporary	“transitional	shelter”	and	said	it	was	
established	last	month.	
	
Migrant	advocates	call	it	the	latest	in	a	string	of	inhumane	practices	targeting	asylum	seekers.	They	say	
that	exposing	families	and	young	children	to	unsanitary	conditions	and	chilly	desert	nights	puts	them	in	
danger.	
	
In	December,	two	migrant	children	died	in	the	agency’s	custody.	On	Friday,	the	El	Paso	medical	
examiner	released	an	autopsy	that	found	that	one	of	the	children,	7-year-old	Jakelin	Caal	of	Guatemala,	
died	of	strep-induced	sepsis.	
	
“We	are	doing	everything	we	can	to	simply	avoid	a	tragedy	in	a	CBP	facility,”	Customs	and	Border	
Protection	Commissioner	Kevin	McAleenan	said	this	week,	adding	that	many	migrants	are	ill	when	they	
arrive.	“But	with	these	numbers,	with	the	types	of	illnesses	we're	seeing	...	I	fear	that	it's	just	a	matter	of	
time.”		
	
Jakelin’s	family	has	disputed	that	she	was	ill	before	she	and	her	father	were	taken	into	custody.	



	

	
Hundreds	of	migrants	seeking	asylum	are	held	in	a	temporary	"transitional"	shelter.	Gary	Coronado	/	Los	Angeles	Times	

	
The	scores	of	families	shivering	each	night	under	the	bridge	in	El	Paso	highlight	a	seismic	shift	in	the	type	
of	migrants	seeking	to	reach	the	U.S.	in	recent	years	—	as	well	as	the	failures	of	U.S.	policy	to	adapt	to	
those	changes.	
	
A	decade	ago,	the	vast	majority	of	people	apprehended	at	the	border	were	single	adult	men	who	had	
been	caught	trying	to	sneak	into	the	U.S.	But	in	recent	weeks,	nearly	two-thirds	of	those	detained	by	
U.S.	agents	have	been	families	who	turned	themselves	in	to	officials	and	asked	for	asylum.	
	
Families	have	increasingly	been	crossing	illegally	to	turn	themselves	in;	at	official	ports	of	entry,	
the	Trump	administration	has	dramatically	limited	the	number	of	migrants	allowed	to	present	asylum	
claims.	
	
Customs	and	Border	Protection	hit	a	“breaking	point”	and	has	run	out	of	space	in	which	to	process	
asylum	seekers,	McAleenan	said	at	a	news	conference	in	El	Paso.	An	uptick	in	family	arrivals	has	pushed	
the	overall	number	of	migrants	detained	at	the	border	to	numbers	not	seen	in	more	than	a	decade,	with	
an	especially	large	increase	here	on	the	far	western	edge	of	Texas,	he	said.	
	



	
	

	
Advocates	for	immigrants	criticize	the	shelter	conditions	as	inhumane.	(Gary	Coronado	/	Los	Angeles	Times)	

	
President	Trump	has	repeatedly	threatened	to	shut	down	official	border	crossings	with	Mexico.	He	said	
on	Twitter	on	Friday	he	would	do	so	next	week	if	Mexico	failed	to	stop	migrants	from	reaching	the	U.S.	
But	closing	border	crossings	would	do	little	to	stop	families	from	exercising	their	right	to	seek	asylum,	
since	most	are	crossing	between	points	of	entry.	Nor	would	a	border	wall	help;	a	winding	river	separates	
much	of	the	border	where	Trump	wants	construction,	so	a	barrier	would	need	to	be	built	several	feet	
north	of	the	actual	border,	up	on	a	sturdy	levee.	
	



Each	day	here,	large	groups	of	asylum	seekers	have	been	walking	across	the	shallow	river	and	then	
waiting	on	the	narrow	strip	of	U.S.	territory	north	of	the	Rio	Grande	and	south	of	a	newly	constructed	
section	of	wall.	Sooner	or	later,	khaki-clad	Border	Patrol	agents	pull	up	in	vans	and	pick	them	up.	
	

	
Los	Angeles	Times	

	
U.S.	officials	and	immigration	experts	say	the	country’s	border	infrastructure	simply	isn’t	equipped	to	
deal	with	this	new	wave	of	asylum	seekers.	The	Border	Patrol’s	mission	is	to	detect	people	seeking	to	
illegally	enter	the	United	States,	not	house	and	process	thousands	of	asylum	seekers	each	day.	
	
Similarly,	the	country’s	overburdened	immigration	judges	aren’t	equipped	to	quickly	try	the	hundreds	of	
thousands	of	asylum	cases	the	U.S.	expects	to	see	this	year.	More	than	855,000	immigration	cases	await	
adjudication,	according	to	Syracuse	University's	Transactional	Records	Access	Clearinghouse;	asylum	
applicants	wait	on	average	more	than	700	days	to	see	a	judge.	
	



	
	

	
	



	
Top,	migrants	seeking	asylum	turn	themselves	in	to	U.S.	Border	Patrol	agents	on	the	El	Paso	side	of	the	Rio	Grande	bordering	Ciudad	Juarez,	
Mexico.	Left,	Merlin	Genoveva	Avila	Amador	of	Tegucigalpa,	Honduras,	with	children	Leonel	Moya	Avila,	8,	left,	and	Jonathan	Moya	Avila,	11,	at	
the	Casa	del	Migrante	shelter	in	Ciudad	Juarez.	Right,	migrants	get	lunch	at	the	shelter.	(Gary	Coronado	/	Los	Angeles	Times)	
	
Since	Trump	reversed	his	policy	of	separating	parents	and	children	at	the	border	last	year,	families	
seeking	asylum	have	been	processed	by	immigration	officials	and	then	released	inside	the	U.S.	with	a	
court	date	years	in	the	future.	
	
The	recent	quick	release	of	such	families	appears	to	be	contributing	to	increased	migration	from	Central	
America,	with	an	estimated	1%	of	the	entire	population	of	Honduras	and	Guatemala	on	track	to	be	
apprehended	at	the	border	this	fiscal	year,	according	to	Adam	Isacson,	a	researcher	at	the	think	tank	
Washington	Office	on	Latin	America.	“There	is	a	message	that	if	you	think	you	need	to	leave,	now	is	the	
time,”	he	said.	
	
What	is	needed,	Isacson	said,	is	not	more	border	fencing	but	more	aid	to	Central	American	countries	to	
address	the	root	causes	of	migration,	and	a	mass	hiring	of	new	immigration	judges	to	cut	case	backlogs.	
The	U.S.	has	been	seeing	an	uptick	of	asylum-seeking	families	and	unaccompanied	children	over	the	last	
five	years,	he	said,	and	U.S.	policy	must	adjust	to	that.	“This	is	the	new	normal,”	he	said.	
	
Trump	has	repeatedly	criticized	the	recent	crush	of	asylum	seekers,	painting	them	as	economic	migrants	
who	use	the	asylum	process	as	a	back	door	into	the	U.S.	At	a	rally	in	Michigan	on	Thursday,	the	
president	mocked	those	who	request	asylum,	including	those	who	say	their	lives	are	in	danger,	calling	
their	efforts	to	win	protection	in	the	U.S.	“a	big	fat	con	job.”	
	



	
A	child	waits	at	the	shelter	in	Ciudad	Juarez.	(Gary	Coronado	/	Los	Angeles	Times)	

	
Migrant	advocates	insist	that	many	of	those	crossing	have	legitimate	fears	of	returning	to	their	home	
countries	in	Central	America	—	politically	volatile	places	that	have	some	of	the	highest	homicide	rates	in	
the	world.	
	
The	advocates	say	the	outdoor	holding	center	under	the	El	Paso	bridge	is	evidence	that	the	U.S.	is	not	
treating	migrants	humanely.	“This	is	absolutely	an	unconscionable	way	to	treat	people,”	said	Taylor	
Levy,	legal	coordinator	at	Annunciation	House,	a	migrant	shelter	in	El	Paso.	“You	don’t	let	children	sleep	
under	underpasses.”	
	
She	said	her	organization	had	spoken	with	many	migrants	who	stayed	at	the	makeshift	shelter.	They	
complained	of	not	having	enough	food	to	eat	and	of	not	receiving	adequate	medical	attention,	she	said.	
Other	migrant	advocates	in	El	Paso	said	they	heard	similar	accounts.	
	
The	story	of	one	Guatemalan	father	who	crossed	the	border	into	El	Paso	on	March	21	with	his	9-year-
old	son	and	asked	for	asylum	underscores	the	complexity	of	the	issue.	Elmer,	32,	who	gave	only	his	first	
name	because	he	said	he	fears	persecution	back	home	and	from	U.S.	immigration	authorities,	promised	
to	pay	a	smuggler	$6,000	to	ferry	him	to	the	U.S.	border.	
	
The	smuggler	told	him	to	bring	his	son	on	the	journey,	because	although	single	adults	who	seek	asylum	
are	typically	detained	for	months	under	U.S.	policy,	families	requesting	asylum	are	quickly	released.	
Elmer	said	eight	of	his	relatives	and	10	of	his	son’s	grade-school	classmates	had	left	in	a	similar	fashion	
in	recent	months,	thanks	to	rising	crime	in	the	city	where	they	live	and	the	falling	price	of	coffee	beans,	
which	have	hurt	farmers	like	Elmer.	In	Guatemala,	he	earned	less	than	$10	a	day.	
	
The	pair’s	long	trek	north	with	a	series	of	smugglers	was	long	and	often	frightening,	Elmer	said.	As	they	
crossed	Mexico	packed	on	hot	buses,	he	worried	he	and	his	son	might	be	kidnapped	by	criminal	groups	
known	to	prey	on	migrants.	
	



Play	Video:	Hundreds	of	migrants	seeking	asylum	are	being	held	in	a	temporary	transition	area	under	
the	Paso	del	Norte	bridge	in	El	Paso.	
	
But	the	worst	moment	came	once	they	crossed	into	the	U.S.	and	were	corralled	into	the	small	outdoor	
holding	pen	in	El	Paso,	surrounded	by	razor	wire.	There	was	a	tent	set	up,	but	it	housed	only	a	small	
portion	of	the	migrants	who	were	there.	Border	officials	say	the	area	is	meant	as	a	“transitional	shelter,”	
but	Elmer	and	his	son	slept	outside	on	the	dirt	for	four	days,	surrounded	mostly	by	young	mothers	and	
fathers	with	children.	Sick	people	coughed	loudly	and	babies	wailed	all	night.	
	
“We	were	hungry	and	cold,”	he	said.	“Those	were	some	of	the	hardest	days	of	my	life.”	
	
The	pair	were	finally	processed	for	asylum	and	released	to	a	local	migrant	shelter	two	days	ago.	On	
Thursday	afternoon,	they	sat	holding	hands	in	the	El	Paso	Greyhound	station,	waiting	to	board	the	first	
of	several	buses	that	would	take	them	to	Alabama,	where	two	of	Elmer’s	sisters	live.	
	
The	station	was	crowded	with	dozens	of	migrants	who	had	just	been	released	from	federal	custody,	
some	of	whom,	like	Elmer,	wore	bulky	ankle	monitors	over	their	pants.	
	
As	soon	as	they	reached	Alabama,	Elmer	said,	he	planned	to	phone	his	wife,	who	was	home	in	
Guatemala	with	their	younger	son.	First,	he	said,	he	would	tell	her	he	was	safe.	Then	he	would	urge	her	
not	to	make	the	long	journey	to	join	him.	The	nights	outside	under	the	bridge	in	El	Paso	had	been	too	
difficult,	he	said.	“I	don’t	want	them	to	run	that	risk.”	
	
kate.linthicum@latimes.com	
Twitter:	@katelinthicum	
	
*******	
“Central	American	Punching	Bag:	The	Pathological	cycle	of	U.S.	&	Canadian	policies	in	
Honduras	&	Guatemala”,	Rights	Action	newsletter,	https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/central-american-punching-bag-aprilmay-
2018-newsletter-your-donations-at-work	
*******	
	
These	are	“U.S.	&	Canadian	problems”	
Keep	sending	copies	of	this	information,	and	your	own	letters,	to	families,	friends	and	networks,	to	politicians	and	
media,	to	pension	and	investment	funds,	asking:	Why	our	governments,	companies	and	investment	firms	benefit	
from	and	turn	a	blind	eye	to	poverty,	repression	and	violence,	environmental	and	health	harms	in	places	like	
Guatemala	and	Honduras?	
	
Rights	Action	(U.S.	&	Canada)	
Since	1995,	Rights	Action	has	been	funding	community-based	human	rights,	environment	and	territory	defenders	
in	Guatemala	and	Honduras.		We	provide	relief	funds	to	victims	of	repression	and	human	rights	violations,	health	
harms	and	natural	disasters.		We	work	to	hold	accountable	the	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments,	companies	and	
investors,	international	actors	(World	Bank,	etc.)	that	cause,	contribute	to	and	profit	from	repression	and	human	
rights	violations,	environmental	harms	and	forced	evictions,	corruption	and	impunity.		
	
Why	Hondurans	and	Guatemalans	Flee	
The	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments,	and	northamerican	and	global	businesses	and	investors	(hydro-electric	dams,	
mining,	African	palm,	tourism,	cattle,	fruit,	etc.)	maintain	profitable	relations	with	corrupt,	repressive	governments	
in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	turning	a	blind	eye	to	and	benefitting	from	repression,	environmental	devastation,	
human	rights	violations,	corruption	and	impunity.	



	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	our	partner	community	groups	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	make	check	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	
• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	
Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/		
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
	
Follow	work	of	other	solidarity/	NGO	groups	in	U.S.	and	Canada	
Honduras	Solidarity	Network:	www.hondurassolidarity.org;		Witness	for	Peace:	www.witnessforpeace.org;		School	
of	Americas	Watch:	www.soaw.org;		Common	Frontiers	Canada:	www.commonfrontiers.ca;		Breaking	the	Silence:	
www.breakingthesilenceblog.com;		NISGUA	(Network	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	Guatemala):	www.nisgua.org;		
Mining	Watch:	www.miningwatch.ca;		CISPES	(Committee	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	El	Salvador):	
www.cispes.org;		Alliance	for	Global	Justice:	www.afgj.org;		CODEPINK:	www.codepink.org;		GHRC	(Guatemalan	
Human	Rights	Commission):	www.ghrc-usa.org;		Mining	Injustice	Solidarity	Network:	https://mininginjustice.org;		
Mining	Justice	Alliance:	https://miningjusticealliance.wordpress.com	
	

More	information:		
info@rightsaction.org,	www.rightsaction.org	

Subscribe	to	our	e-Newsletter:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	@RightsAction	

	
	


