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Juan De Leon Gutierrez, Guatemalan forced migrant child, dies in U.S. custody:
No end in sight to violence and desperation for Guatemalan majority

https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/juan-de-leon-gutierrez-guatemalan-forced-migrant-child-dies-in-us-custody
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Trénsito Gutiérrez Oloroso and her husband Tanerjo De Ledn seated on bed
of their son Juan De Leon Gutierrez (Foto Prensa Libre: Mario Morales)

As the U.S. and Canadian governments continue with illegal and deeply harmful efforts to overthrow the
government of Venezuela - supported by “open for international business” “democratic allies” in
Guatemala, Honduras, Brazil, Colombia, ... - more and more and more Guatemalans and Hondurans are
forced to flee government repression and corruption, land evictions and destitution in their home
countries.
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Guatemalan boy detained by US border agency dies at Texas hospital
The 16-year-old, who has not been named, is the third migrant child to die in US

custody in the past five months
By Nina Lakhani, 1 May 2019
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/may/01/guatemalan-boy-migrant-dies-us-custody-texas

A 16-year-old Guatemalan boy has died in a Texas hospital after he was detained by Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), becoming the third migrant child to die in US government custody in the past five
months. The boy, who has not been named, died on Tuesday at a Texas children’s hospital in the
McAllen area after several days in intensive care. The cause of death has not been released.

It was unclear where and when the boy was detained, but on the evening of 20 April, he was taken by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (Ice) agents to a facility run by Southwest Key — a not-for-profit



organization which houses up to 5,000 migrant children in more than 20 shelters — apparently in good
health.

He was taken to an emergency room the following morning with symptoms including fever, chills and a
headache, but discharged back to the shelter later that day. The youngster’s health did not improve,
according to a statement by Administration for Children and Families (ACF), and he was returned to the
emergency room by ambulance on 22 April.

From there, the sick boy was admitted to an intensive care unit, where he died just over a week later.

The boy was under the care of the Office of Refugee Resettlement, which contracts private companies
and registered charities to house thousands of children separated from their parents at the border by
Ice officials — as well as those detained after making the perilous overland journey from Central America
without adult relatives.

Two other children died in US custody within three weeks of each other in December 2018, but unlike in
the latest case, they were in custody of CBP. Jakelin Caal, seven, who died on 8 December at an El Paso
children’s hospital, and Felipe Gémez Alonzo, eight, who died on Christmas Eve at a New Mexico
hospital, were also Guatemalan — part of a mass exodus from the impoverished Central American
country in recent months.

In November, Guatemalans overtook Mexicans as the largest nationality taken into CBP custody — an
extraordinary figure considering that the population of Mexico is seven times larger than that of its
southern neighbour.

Southwest Key has yet to comment on the child’s death, but ACF spokeswoman Evelyn Stauffer said in a
statement: “Arrangements were made for the minor’s brother and Guatemalan consular officials to visit
the minor while he was hospitalized. The family who resides in the home country received frequent
updates from hospital staff. The cause of death is currently under review, and, in accordance with
standard ORR policies and procedures, the case will be subject to full review.”

Southwest Key has collected $1.7bn in federal grants in the past decade, according to a New York Times
investigation. Its founder resigned in Marchamid questions over its handling of government funds.
The Guatemalan consul in McAllen has been contacted for comment.
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What to do?

Why Hondurans and Guatemalans Flee

The U.S. and Canadian governments, and northamerican and global businesses and investors (hydro-electric dams,
mining, African palm, tourism, cattle, fruit, etc.) maintain profitable relations with corrupt, repressive governments
in Honduras and Guatemala, turning a blind eye to and benefitting from repression, environmental devastation,
human rights violations, corruption and impunity.

These are “U.S. & Canadian problems”

Keep sending copies of this information, and your own letters, to families, friends and networks, to politicians and
media, to pension and investment funds, asking: Why our governments, companies and investment firms benefit
from and turn a blind eye to poverty, repression and violence, environmental and health harms in places like
Guatemala and Honduras?



Rights Action (U.S. & Canada) directly funds community-based human rights, environmental and territorial
defense organizations in Guatemala and Honduras. We provide relief funds to victims of repression and human
rights violations, health harms and natural disasters. We work to hold accountable the U.S. and Canadian
governments, companies and investors, international actors (World Bank, etc.) that cause, contribute to and profit
from repression and human rights violations, environmental harms and forced evictions, corruption and impunity.

Get Informed / Get Involved

* Speakers: Invite us to give presentations about these inter-connected issues and struggles

* Delegations: Join educational trips to Guatemala and Honduras

e Daily news: www.democracynow.org; www.theintercept.com; www.telesurtv.net/english;
www.theguardian.com/us-news; www.rabble.ca;

Follow work of other solidarity/ NGO groups in U.S. and Canada

Honduras Solidarity Network: www.hondurassolidarity.org; Witness for Peace: www.witnessforpeace.org; School
of Americas Watch: www.soaw.org; Common Frontiers Canada: www.commonfrontiers.ca; Breaking the Silence:
www.breakingthesilenceblog.com; NISGUA (Network in Solidarity with People of Guatemala): www.nisgua.org;
Mining Watch: www.miningwatch.ca; CISPES (Committee in Solidarity with People of El Salvador):
www.cispes.org; Alliance for Global Justice: www.afgj.org; CODEPINK: www.codepink.org; GHRC (Guatemalan
Human Rights Commission): www.ghrc-usa.org; Mining Injustice Solidarity Network: https://mininginjustice.org;
Mining Justice Alliance: https://miningjusticealliance.wordpress.com

Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & U.S.)

To support our partner community groups in Honduras and Guatemala, make check to "Rights Action" and mail to:
U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887

Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8

Credit-Card Donations: http://rightsaction.org/donate/

Donations of stock? Write to: info@rightsaction.org

More information: info@rightsaction.org, www.rightsaction.org
Subscribe to our e-Newsletter: www.rightsaction.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org

Twitter: @RightsAction




