
Rights	Action	
February	3,	2019	

*******	

	
15,000	more	Central	Americans	fleeing	violence,	destitution	and	fear	in	
Honduras	and	Guatemala,	whose	corrupt,	repressive	governments	are	
“democratic	allies”	of	the	U.S.	and	Canada	in	illegal	efforts	to	overthrow	
government	of	Venezuela	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/15000-more-central-americans-fleeing-violence-destitution-and-fear-in-honduras-and-guatemala	
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Migrants’	caravan	leaves	Mexico	City,	bound	for	northern	border	
Thursday,	January	31,	2019	
https://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/migrants-caravan-leaves-mexico-city/	
	
Thousands	of	Central	Americans	left	Mexico	City	Thursday	morning	to	continue	their	journey	towards	
the	United	States	border	as	President	Donald	Trump	railed	against	past	and	present	migrant	caravans	
and	continued	to	argue	for	his	long-promised	wall.	
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Authorities	said	that	just	under	2,400	migrants	began	leaving	a	sports	stadium-cum-shelter	at	4:30am	to	
travel	by	subway	to	the	north	of	the	capital,	where	they	were	going	to	look	for	rides	to	Querétaro.		An	
additional	500	to	600	migrants	remained	in	the	shelter,	waiting	for	humanitarian	visas	to	be	granted.	
	
The	National	Immigration	Institute	(INM)	said	on	Monday	it	had	registered	15,582	requests	for	the	visas	
and	on	Tuesday	it	reported	that	another	4,750	had	been	granted.	
	
Since	last	October,	thousands	of	Central	Americans	fleeing	poverty	and	violence	have	entered	Mexico	as	
part	of	several	migrant	caravans,	with	most	continuing	to	cities	on	the	northern	border,	especially	
Tijuana.	There	they	remain	stranded	on	the	border,	where	they	face	long	waits	to	lodge	asylum	requests	
with	United	States	authorities.	
	



Despite	the	likelihood	that	they	too	will	have	to	wait	for	months	or	even	years	in	cities	with	high	rates	of	
violent	crime,	members	of	the	latest	caravan	are	determined	not	to	give	up.	“I	know	it’s	violent	at	the	
border,	but	I	have	to	take	that	risk.	I	don’t	have	any	more	money	and	my	family	is	waiting	for	me	in	the	
United	States,”	27-year-old	Honduran	migrant	María	Murillo	told	the	news	agency	Reuters.	Standing	
alongside	her	young	son	at	the	Mexico	City	shelter,	she	added:	“Only	God	knows	what	we	have	gone	
through	during	all	this	time.	I	know	that	He	is	not	going	to	abandon	us.”	
	
Another	Honduran	migrant,	33-year-old	Óscar	López,	who	is	traveling	with	his	wife	and	two	children,	
said	that	he	planned	to	go	to	Monterrey	and	then	decide	which	section	of	the	border	to	travel	to.	
“I’m	not	thinking	of	going	to	Tijuana	.	.	.	I	want	to	find	a	more	accessible	border	to	hand	myself	and	my	
family	in	[to	United	States	immigration	authorities].	I	don’t	want	to	be	returned	to	Mexico,”	he	said.	
	
On	Tuesday,	the	United	States	government	returned	the	first	Central	American	asylum	seeker	to	Mexico	
since	a	hardened	immigration	policy	known	as	“Remain	in	Mexico”	was	introduced	by	the	Trump	
administration.	
	
Many	migrants	have	expressed	their	opposition	to	the	U.S.	policy	because	they	say	that	it	will	expose	
them	to	the	kind	of	violence	they	are	trying	to	escape	back	home.	Other	say	that	they	will	try	to	cross	
the	border	illegally,	even	if	that	means	paying	a	smuggler.	
	
“I’m	not	thinking	of	returning	to	Honduras,	and	if	it’s	necessary	I’ll	pay	to	have	a	[smuggler]	help	me	
cross,”	said	Mauricio	Gómez,	a	young	Honduran	man.	
	
A	few	hours	after	the	migrants	left	Mexico	City	this	morning,	Trump	took	to	Twitter	to	announce	that	
United	States	authorities	are	preparing	for	their	arrival.	“More	troops	being	sent	to	the	southern	border	
to	stop	the	attempted	invasion	of	illegals,	through	large	caravans,	into	our	country.	We	have	stopped	
the	previous	caravans,	and	we	will	stop	these	also.	With	a	wall	it	would	be	so	much	easier	and	less	
expensive.	Being	built!”	he	wrote.	
	
In	other	tweets	today,	he	cited	Mexico’s	record	2018	homicide	numbers,	charging	“this	is	a	big	
contributor	to	the	humanitarian	crisis	taking	place	on	our	southern	border”	and	that	the	situation	was	
worse	than	Afghanistan.	“Why	wouldn’t	any	sane	person	want	to	build	a	wall!	Construction	has	started	
and	will	not	stop	until	it	is	finished,”	Trump	wrote.	
	
Asked	about	the	tweets	this	morning,	President	López	Obrador	said	he	respected	Trump’s	right	to	say	
what	he	wished	but	added,	“I	don’t	want	to	say	anything	about	that.”	
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U.S.	&	Canada	help	produce	refugee	flight	from	Honduras	&	Guatemala	
By	Grahame	Russell,	December	30,	2018	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/the-us-canada-are-helping-produce-refugee-flight-from-honduras-
guatemala	
	
Aiding	and	abetting	
Keep	sending	copies	of	this	information,	and	your	own	letters,	to	families,	friends	and	networks,	
politicians	and	media,	pension	and	investment	funds,	asking:	Why	our	governments,	companies	and	
investment	firms	are	benefitting	from	and	turning	a	blind	eye	to	the	endemic	poverty	and	exploitation,	
government	repression	and	violence,	corruption	and	organized	crime	in	Guatemala	and	Honduras?	
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Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	our	community	partner	groups	in	Guatemala	and	Honduras,	suffering	and	resisting	the	
multiple	violences	of	their	‘international	community’-supported	governments,	make	check	to	"Rights	
Action"	and	mail	to:	

• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	

Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
(Contributions	can	be	made	anonymously)	
	
Follow	the	work	of	other	solidarity/	NGO	groups	in	the	U.S.	and	Canada	
Honduras	Solidarity	Network:	www.hondurassolidarity.org	
Witness	for	Peace:	www.witnessforpeace.org	
School	of	Americas	Watch:	www.soaw.org	
Common	Frontiers	Canada:	www.commonfrontiers.ca	
Breaking	the	Silence:	www.breakingthesilenceblog.com	
NISGUA	(Network	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	Guatemala):	www.nisgua.org	
Mining	Watch:	www.miningwatch.ca	
CISPES	(Committee	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	El	Salvador),	www.cispes.org	
Alliance	for	Global	Justice:	www.afgj.org	
GHRC	(Guatemalan	Human	Rights	Commission):	www.ghrc-usa.org	
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Please	re-post	and	publish	this	information	

Rights	Action:	info@rightsaction.org	
Subscribe	to	e-Newsletter:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	https://twitter.com/RightsAction,	@RightsAction	
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