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This	is	normal:		
“Tens	of	thousands	of	migrants	and	refugees	have	disappeared	while	travelling	
to	the	border	with	the	US.”	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/this-is-normal	
	
*******	
'The	last	call':	Searching	for	missing	relatives	on	migrant	route	
Tens	of	thousands	of	US-bound	migrants	and	refugees	have	gone	missing	while	crossing	borders,	
rights	groups	say.	
by	Sandra	Cuffe,	Nov.8	2018	
[Original	&	more	photos:	https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/11/call-searching-missing-relatives-migrant-route-181107211526288.html]	

	
Puebla,	Mexico	-	Edgar	Rodolfo	Xon	Ajanel	called	his	mother	just	before	he	was	set	to	cross	the	border	
from	Mexico	into	the	United	States	more	than	10	years	ago.		The	call	came	from	Matamoros,	just	south	
of	the	border	from	Brownsville,	Texas,	on	July	22,	2008.		"He	said	he	was	minutes	away	from	crossing,"	
Sofia	Sebastiana	Xon,	one	of	Edgar's	younger	sisters,	told	Al	Jazeera.		"That	was	his	last	call."	
	
Xon	was	only	nine	years	old	when	her	brother	left	the	family	home	in	Chichicastenango,	a	mostly	
Indigenous	Maya	Kiche	town	in	the	Quiche	department	in	Guatemala.	Edgar,	then	22,	wanted	to	find	
work	in	the	US	to	support	his	five	younger	sisters	and	their	mother.		Before	leaving,	Edgar	worked	as	a	
street	vendor	in	Chichicastenango	and	all	over	Quiche.	But	sometime	after	his	father	abandoned	the	
family,	he	became	the	sole	breadwinner	and	his	earnings	were	not	enough	to	feed	the	family.	
	
Edgar	paid	a	smuggler	to	take	him	over	the	border	but	they	never	found	out	whether	or	not	he	made	it	
into	the	US,	Xon	said,	speaking	softly	while	fidgeting	with	the	large	laminated	photograph	of	her	brother	
she	wore	around	her	neck.		The	photo	was	one	of	many	worn	by	family	members	in	Puebla	this	week	as	
part	of	an	annual	caravan	of	Central	American	Mothers	of	Disappeared	Migrants.		
	
Tens	of	thousands	of	migrants	and	refugees	have	disappeared	while	travelling	north	through	Mexico	to	
the	border	with	the	US,	according	to	human	rights	and	migrant	support	groups.	



	
	(Photo:	Sandra	Cuffe,	AlJazeera)	
	
Many	Central	American	migrants	simply	lose	contact	with	their	families	along	their	northbound	journey,	
but	others	are	believed	to	have	died	either	at	the	hands	of	organised	crime	groups	or	security	forces	or	
from	dehydration	or	exposure	to	the	elements,	among	other	conditions.		In	most	cases,	families	of	the	
disappeared	never	find	out	what	happened.	
	
Every	year	since	2004,	Central	American	mothers	and	other	relatives	spend	two	weeks	travelling	
thousands	of	kilometres	in	Mexico	to	search	for	their	loved	ones,	raising	awareness,	and	speaking	out	
for	radical	changes	in	border	and	immigration	policies.		
	
This	year	was	Xon's	second	time	participating	in	the	mothers'	caravan.		She	stepped	off	the	group's	bus	
in	Puebla	to	cheers,	drumming	and	applause	from	members	of	dozens	of	local	activist	collectives,	
migrant	support	groups,	feminist	and	student	associations,	and	others	who	arrived	at	a	city	market	to	
hear	from	the	women	from	Guatemala,	Honduras,	El	Salvador	and	Nicaragua	searching	for	their	loved	
ones.	
	
The	caravan	is	organised	by	the	Mesoamerican	Migrant	Movement,	a	grassroots	network	coordinated	in	
Mexico	but	with	ties	throughout	Central	America.		Much	of	the	network's	work	is	focused	on	attempting	
to	locate	migrants	and	refugees	who	have	disappeared	in	Mexico	and	reunite	them	with	their	families.	
Sometimes	they	succeed.	But	often,	they	do	not.		
	
The	movement	also	coordinates	Puentes	de	Esperanza	(Bridges	of	Hope),	a	project	in	which	
Mesoamerican	Migrant	Movement	members	travel	the	migrant	trail	in	Mexico,	find	Central	American	
migrants	who	have	lost	contact	with	their	families,	and	then	attempt	to	track	down	the	relatives	in	
Central	America.	



	
This	year’s	caravan	participants	met	mothers	of	disappeared	migrants	from	Mauritania,	Senegal,	
Morocco	and	other	countries,	forming	global	network.		Ruben	Figueroa,	the	movement’s	coordinator	for	
Central	America	and	southeastern	Mexico,	called	the	meeting	significant,	adding	that	the	group	issued	a	
declaration,	which	stated	that	the	“process	of	forced	displacement	all	over	the	world	has	obligated	
people	to	leave	their	place	of	origin,	their	country,	and	their	loved	ones	behind”.	
	
'Just	want	to	cry'	
The	mothers	of	disappeared	migrants	from	the	Americas,	Africa	and	Europe	urged	governments	
worldwide	to	respect	international	law	with	regard	to	asylum,	refugees	and	the	treatment	of	
migrants.		"Nothing	can	stop	a	mother	who	is	searching	for	her	son	or	daughter.	Mothers	will	bring	
down	all	the	barriers	and	cover	all	the	kilometres	they	need	to	until	they	arrive	at	the	truth,"	the	
mothers	noted	in	the	declaration.	
	
Siblings	often	do	the	same.	Like	Xon,	Marcela	Melchor	has	been	searching	for	her	sister	for	a	decade.	
Her	sister	Izabel	Melchor	Ramos	called	home	to	wish	their	mother	a	Happy	Mother's	Day	in	May	2008.	It	
was	her	last	call.		"She	always	communicated	by	phone,	but	from	public	phones	in	Mexico,"	Melchor	
told	Al	Jazeera.	
	
The	Indigenous	Maya	Kiche	sisters	are	from	Ixcan,	in	the	northern	reaches	of	the	Quiche	department	of	
Guatemala.		A	single	mother,	Izabel	first	left	home	to	work	in	a	garment	factory	near	Guatemala	City	to	
support	her	three	children,	but	it	became	unsafe.		"There	is	a	lot	of	crime.	When	she	would	leave	work,	
she	was	followed	and	hassled,"	said	Melchor,	wearing	her	sister's	photograph	at	the	mothers	caravan	
event	Tuesday	in	Puebla.	
	
	Izabel	came	home	and	then	set	out	in	January	2008	for	Mexico	to	search	for	a	job.	She	worked	at	a	
restaurant	in	Cancun	for	a	while,	but	her	last	call	home	in	May	of	that	year	was	from	the	state	of	
Chiapas	in	southern	Mexico.	At	the	time,	Izabel's	three	daughters	were	eight,	10	and	12	years	old.	She	
left	them	in	her	sister's	care.		"They	call	me	mama	tia	[mom-aunt].	I	raised	them,"	said	Melchor.	The	
entire	family	continues	to	search	for	Izabel.	They	found	help	from	local	associations	in	Ixcan,	then	from	a	
Guatemala	City	organisation,	and	then	from	the	Mesoamerican	Migrant	Movement.	
	
Melchor	feels	good	to	be	with	other	women	in	similar	positions	on	the	mothers	caravan,	but	focusing	on	
so	many	stories	and	cases	of	disappeared	migrants	while	covering	more	than	5,000km	from	home	to	
and	around	Mexico	and	back	is	hard,	she	said.	"Sometimes	there	are	moments	of	smiles,	but	sometimes	
you	just	want	to	cry,"	said	Melchor.	
	
'Looking	to	survive'	
This	year	the	mothers	caravan	overlapped	with	the	ongoing	exodus	of	thousands	Central	American	
migrants	and	refugees,	in	large	groups	also	called	caravans,	heading	north	through	Mexico	to	the	US.	
Aware	of	the	stories	of	violence	and	disappearances,	the	migrants	and	refugees	are	sticking	together	for	
safety	in	numbers.	
	
An	initial	wave	of	more	than	1,000	Hondurans	left	their	country	last	month,	mainly	fleeing	violence,	
repression,	poverty	and	unemployment.	The	group	quickly	grew	to	more	than	5,000	people.		Thousands	
of	Central	Americans,	mainly	Hondurans	and	Salvadorans,	have	left	in	subsequent	caravans	and	are	
heading	north	behind	the	first	group,	which	is	currently	in	Mexico	City.	An	estimated	12,000	Central	
Americans	are	making	the	trek	north	en	masse	in	large,	visible	groups.	



	
The	caravan	of	Central	American	relatives	of	disappeared	migrants	first	met	up	with	the	first	group	of	
thousands	of	migrants	and	refugees	in	the	state	of	Chiapas	in	southern	Mexico	at	the	outset	of	the	
mothers	caravan.	
	
Both	Melchor	and	Xon	told	Al	Jazeera	they	felt	sadness	when	they	witnessed	the	size	and	conditions	of	
the	group	and	heard	some	of	the	individual	stories	of	participants.	For	Xon,	it	reminded	her	of	her	
brother	Edgar	and	why	he	left	a	decade	ago.	
	
"They're	looking	for	a	way	to	survive,"	said	Xon,	noting	the	insecurity	and	violence	in	many	Central	
American	countries.	
	
Asked	if	she	wanted	to	add	anything	before	the	mothers	caravan	took	off	from	Puebla	to	its	next	stop	in	
Oaxaca	on	the	way	home	to	Central	America,	Xon	began	reeling	off	the	basic	details	that	could	help	
identify	her	brother.		It	was	clear	she	has	had	practice	reciting	the	litany	of	information.	Edgar	is	1.62	
metres	tall.	He	was	22	when	he	went	missing,	so	would	now	be	32.	His	last	known	location	was	
Matamoros.	He	has	birthmarks	on	his	nose	and	cheek,	both	on	the	left	side,	Xon	continued.	
"If	anyone	has	heard	of	my	brother,	if	anyone	knows	him,"	she	pleaded.	"Please	tell	us."	
	
*******	
3	weeks	of	refugee	caravan	reporting	by	Sandra	Cuffe,	Al	Jazeera	news	
https://www.aljazeera.com/profile/sandra-cuffe.html?fbclid=IwAR0v8J89VkxRSHqITwwKVTX-
gePFbZrWxTyrVscakQLOOV2hrLp94kb8Fo4	
	
Media	ignoring	roles	of	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments		
• “While	refugees	flee	Honduras,	the	CBC	does	not	report	on	how	Canada	contributes	to	underlying	

causes”,	https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/while-refugees-flee-honduras-the-cbc-does-not-report-on-
how-canada-contributes-to-underlying-causes	

• “Fact	checking	the	Globe	&	Mail’s	refugee	caravan	“fact	check””,	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/fact-checking-the-globe-mails-refugee-caravan-fact-check	

	
******	
Why	Hondurans	and	Guatemalans	Flee	North?	
The	“international	community”	–	European	Community,	U.S.	&	Cdn	governments,	U.S.	military,	World	
Bank	&	IDB,	global	businesses	and	investors	(hydro-electric	dams,	mining,	African	palm,	tourism,	cattle,	
fruit,	etc.)	-	maintain	beneficial	relations	with	corrupt,	repressive	governments	in	Honduras	and	
Guatemala,	turning	a	blind	eye	to	exploitation	and	environmental	devastation,	repression	and	human	
rights	violations,	corruption	and	impunity.	
	
The	establishment	media	reports	on	the	plight	of	tens	of	thousands	of	Guatemalans	and	Hondurans	
fleeing,	year	after	year,	and	ignores	why	they	flee.	
	
Keep	on	sending	copies	of	this	information,	and	your	own	letters,	to	families,	friends	and	networks,	to	
your	politicians	and	media,	to	your	pension	and	investment	funds,	asking:	Why	our	governments,	
companies	and	investment	firms	benefit	from	and	turn	a	blind	eye	to	the	poverty,	repression	and	
violence,	and	environmental	and	health	harms	in	places	like	Guatemala	and	Honduras?	
	



*******	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	our	community-based	partner	groups	defending	human	rights,	the	environment	and	their	
territories	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	make	check	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	
• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	
Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
(Contributions	can	be	made	anonymously)	
	
Get	Informed	/	Get	Involved	
Speakers:	Invite	us	to	give	presentations	about	these	inter-connected	issues	and	struggles	
Delegations:	Join	educational	delegations	to	Guatemala	and	Honduras	to	learn	about	these	issues	and	
struggles	
Recommended	daily	news:	www.democracynow.org;	www.theintercept.com;	
	
Other	groups	
Honduras	Solidarity	Network:	www.hondurassolidarity.org	
Witness	for	Peace:	www.witnessforpeace.org	
School	of	Americas	Watch:	www.soaw.org	
Common	Frontiers	Canada:	www.commonfrontiers.ca	
Breaking	the	Silence:	www.breakingthesilenceblog.com	
NISGUA	(Network	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	Guatemala):	www.nisgua.org	
MiningWatch	Canada:	www.miningwatch.ca	
GHRC	(Guatemalan	Human	Rights	Commission):	www.ghrc-usa.org	
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Please	re-post	and	publish	this	information	

Rights	Action:	info@rightsaction.org	
Subscribe	to	e-Newsletter:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	https://twitter.com/RightsAction,	@RightsAction	
*******	

	


