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Hypocritical	pathology	of	U.S.	and	Canadian	policies	in	Honduras	
Washington	Post:	“Trump	threatens	foreign	aid	to	Honduras	as	he	continues	
focus	on	‘caravan’	of	migrants”	
(Share:	https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/hypocritical-pathology-of-us-and-canadian-policies-in-honduras)	

	
The	U.S.	and	Canada	support	the	2009	military	coup	and	three	post-coup	elections	marred	by	fraud	and	
violence.	
The	U.S.	and	Canada	–and	international	companies	and	banks-	support	and	expand	investments	with	
corrupt,	repressive	regimes.	
Living	conditions	of	violence	and	impunity,	poverty	and	fear	spike.	
More	desperate	Hondurans	are	forced	flee	than	at	any	time	in	its	history.	
The	U.S.	government	threatens	“aid”	to	the	very	regime	the	U.S.	and	Canada	support,	that	is	creating	
the	very	conditions	forcing	people	to	flee.	
Repeat	the	above,	over	and	over.	
Until	the	U.S.	and	Canada	–	and	other	“international	community”	actors	–	end	their	support	for	and	
business	with	the	post-coup	regimes,	there	will	be	no	end	to	this	vicious	cycle	and	closed	circle.	
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Trump	threatens	foreign	aid	to	Honduras	as	he	continues	focus	on	‘caravan’	of	
migrants	
By	Seung	Min	Kim,	April	3,	2018,	Email	the	author	
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-threatens-foreign-aid-to-honduras-as-he-continues-focus-on-caravan-of-
migrants/2018/04/03/bdd9ac92-3735-11e8-b57c-9445cc4dfa5e_story.html?utm_term=.72e667734d5c	
	



President	Trump	used	his	Twitter	account	Tuesday	to	threaten	foreign	aid	to	Honduras	as	he	continued	
to	focus	on	a	“caravan”	of	1,000	migrants,	primarily	from	the	Central	American	nation,	that	conservative	
media	have	spotlighted	in	recent	days.	
	
For	the	third	straight	day,	Trump	used	the	migrants’	journey	north	to	call	for	tougher	immigration	
policies	and	warn	of	what	he	called	“weak”	border	security.	But	the	prospect	of	cutting	off	foreign	aid	
added	a	new	dimension	to	threats	from	the	president	that	had	centered	largely	on	potentially	walking	
away	from	the	North	American	Free	Trade	Agreement,	which	his	administration	is	renegotiating.		
Honduras	received	about	$127.5	million	in	aid	from	the	United	States	in	fiscal	2016,	according	to	data	
from	the	U.S.	Agency	for	International	Development.	
	
“The	big	Caravan	of	People	from	Honduras,	now	coming	across	Mexico	and	heading	to	our	“Weak	Laws”	
Border,	had	better	be	stopped	before	it	gets	there,”	Trump	tweeted	shortly	before	7	a.m.	Tuesday.	
“Cash	cow	NAFTA	is	in	play,	as	is	foreign	aid	to	Honduras	and	the	countries	that	allow	this	to	happen.	
Congress	MUST	ACT	NOW!”	
	
The	“caravan”	—	an	annual	event	that	is	meant	to	draw	attention	to	the	refugee	crisis	in	Central	
America	—	has	spurred	new	calls	from	Trump	for	an	immigration	crackdown,	particularly	funding	for	a	
U.S.-Mexico	border	wall	that	has	eluded	him.	
	
He	referred	to	the	caravan	in	tweets	Monday	night,	accusing	Democrats	of	allowing	“open	borders,	
drugs	and	crime”	while	deriding	the	nation’s	immigration	laws	as	an	“Obama	joke.”		“Honduras,	Mexico	
and	many	other	countries	that	the	U.S.	is	very	generous	to,	sends	many	of	their	people	to	our	country	
through	our	WEAK	IMMIGRATION	POLICIES.	Caravans	are	heading	here.	Must	pass	tough	laws	and	build	
the	WALL.	Democrats	allow	open	borders,	drugs	and	crime!”	
	
White	House	officials	are	preparing	new	proposals	that	they	say	would	close	“loopholes”	in	immigration	
law.	Separately,	the	Department	of	Homeland	Security	is	pushing	for	the	end	of	the	“catch	and	release”	
practice,	which	allows	undocumented	immigrants	who	have	been	apprehended	to	be	released	until	
their	immigration	hearing	date.	
	
Trump’s	new	immigration	threats	were	made	in	tweets	early	Tuesday	that	included	another	defense	of	
Sinclair	Broadcasting	Group,	the	largest	network	of	local	television	stations	in	the	country.	Sinclair	has	
recently	faced	a	backlash	after	its	news	anchors	were	ordered	to	read	a	uniform	script	decrying	“biased	
and	false	news”	and	criticizing	other	journalists	for	using	their	platforms	to	“push	their	own	personal	
bias.”	
	
“The	Fake	News	Networks,	those	that	knowingly	have	a	sick	and	biased	AGENDA,	are	worried	about	the	
competition	and	quality	of	Sinclair	Broadcast,”	Trump	tweeted.	“The	‘Fakers’	at	CNN,	NBC,	ABC	&	CBS	
have	done	so	much	dishonest	reporting	that	they	should	only	be	allowed	to	get	awards	for	fiction!”	
	
Trump	leveled	another	attack	at	CNN	in	a	separate	tweet	that	misspelled	the	name	of	the	cable	
network’s	head,	Jeff	Zucker.	And	in	his	fourth	tweet	of	the	morning,	the	president	touted	his	ratings	in	
recent	polling	from	Rasmussen	Reports,	whose	figures	tend	to	favor	Republicans,	and	noted	that	his	
numbers	were	“higher	than	‘Cheatin’	Obama	at	the	same	time	in	his	Administration.”	
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Why	Hondurans	and	Guatemalans	Flee	North	



The	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments	and	North	American	businesses	and	investors	(hydro-electric	dams,	mining,	
African	palm,	tourism,	cattle,	fruit,	etc.)	maintain	profitable	relations	with	corrupt,	repressive	governments	in	
Honduras	and	Guatemala,	turning	a	blind	eye	to	and	in	effect	benefitting	from	repression,	human	rights	violations,	
corruption	and	impunity.		Every	once	in	a	while,	the	media	reports	on	the	plight	of	tens	of	thousands	of	
impoverished	Guatemalans	and	Hondurans	fleeing	north,	decade	after	decade,	wondering	why	they	flee.	
	
U.S.	and	Canadian	problems	
Keep	sending	copies	of	this	information,	and	your	own	letters,	to	families,	friends	and	networks,	to	your	own	
elected	politicians	and	media,	to	your	pension	and	investment	funds,	asking:	Why	our	governments	–	as	public	
policy	-,	and	our	companies	and	investment	firms	benefit	from	and	turn	a	blind	eye	to	the	poverty,	repression	and	
violence,	and	environmental	and	health	harms	in	Guatemala	and	Honduras?	
	
Get	Informed	/	Get	Involved	

• Speakers:	Invite	us	to	give	presentations	about	these	issues	and	struggles	
• Delegations:	Join	educational,	human	rights	delegations	to	Guatemala	and	Honduras	to	learn	firsthand	

about	these	issues	and	struggles	
• Recommended	Daily	News:	www.democracynow.org;	www.theintercept.com;	

www.telesurtv.net/english;	www.rabble.ca;	
	
Other	groups	

• Honduras	Solidarity	Network:	http://www.hondurassolidarity.org/,	
https://www.facebook.com/HondurasSolidarityNetwork,	https://twitter.com/hondurassol	

• Witness	for	Peace:	www.witnessforpeace.org,	https://twitter.com/WitnessforPeace	
• School	of	Americas	Watch:	www.soaw.org,	https://twitter.com/SOAWatch	
• La	Voz	de	los	de	Abajo:	https://www.facebook.com/lavozchicago/,	@lavozchicago	
• Common	Frontiers	Canada:	https://www.commonfrontiers.ca/,	

https://www.facebook.com/common.frontiers,		
• Breaking	the	Silence:	http://www.breakingthesilenceblog.com/;	

https://www.tatacentre.ca/index.php/partnerships/bts;		
• NISGUA	(Network	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	Guatemala):	https://nisgua.org/;	

https://www.facebook.com/NISGUA.English/;		
• GHRC	(Guatemalan	Human	Rights	Commission):	https://www.ghrc-usa.org/;	

https://www.facebook.com/GHRCUSA/;	
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Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	the	development,	human	rights,	environmental	defense	and	emergency	relief	work	of	community	
groups	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala	working	and	struggling	for	justice	and	fundamental	political	and	economic	
transformation	from	the	local	to	national	to	global	levels,	make	check	payable	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	

• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	

Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
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Please	re-post	and	publish	this	information	

Rights	Action:	info@rightsaction.org	
Subscribe	to	e-Newsletter:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	https://twitter.com/RightsAction,	@RightsAction	
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