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Women	&	Girls	Fleeing	Central	America	and	Mexico.		Deportees	from	U.S.	Being	
Killed	Back	in	Home	Countries	
	
The	Corruption	and	Impunity,	Repression	and	Exploitation	of	Honduras,	
Guatemala	and	Mexico	Are	‘American	and	Canadian	Issues’	
	
Below:	

• “Refugee	Crisis	Grows	In	Central	America	As	Women	'Run	For	Their	Lives'”	
• “Deportees	Being	Murdered	After	Forced	To	Return	To	El	Salvador,	Guatemala	And	

Honduras”	
	

“[Women	and	girls]	took	birth	control	pills	before	starting	their	journey	to	avoid	getting	
pregnant	as	a	result	of	rape	by	human	traffickers	or	gangs,”	

	
The	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments,	the	World	Bank	and	Inter-American	Development	Bank,	
and	North	American	companies	-	in	the	sectors	of:	mining,	hydro-electric	dams,	tourism,	
“model	cities”,	African	palm	production	for	“green	energy”,	maquiladora	sweatshops,	etc.	-	are	
increasing	profitable	economic	and	military	relations	with	the	Guatemalan,	Honduran	and	
Mexican	regimes,	turning	a	blind	eye	to	environmental	harms,	exploitation,	repression,	
corruption	and	impunity	that	are	the	norm	in	these	countries.	
	

• What	to	do:	see	below	
• Please	repost	and	share	

	
*******	
Refugee	Crisis	Grows	In	Central	America	As	Women	'Run	For	Their	Lives'	
28	October	2015	
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/28/refugee-crisis-grows-in-latin-america-
women-children	
Thousands	of	women	flee	their	homes	in	parts	of	Central	America	and	Mexicoeach	year	to	
escape	armed	gangs	and	domestic	violence	and	seek	refuge	in	the	United	States,	a	flow	that	is	
becoming	a	refugee	crisis,	the	UN	refugee	agency	says.		The	number	of	women,	some	with	
children,	fleeing	rampant	gang	violence	in	parts	of	Mexico,	and	the	Northern	Triangle	region	
of	El	Salvador,	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	is	rising,	the	UNHCR	said	in	a	report	published	on	
Wednesday.	
	
More	unaccompanied	children	from	the	Northern	Triangle	and	Mexico	reached	the	United	
States	in	August	than	in	the	same	month	last	year,	the	US	government	said.	“With	authorities	
often	unable	to	curb	the	violence	and	provide	redress,	many	vulnerable	women	are	left	with	no	



choice	but	to	run	for	their	lives,”	Antonio	Guterres,	head	of	the	UN	refugee	agency	(UNHCR),	
said	in	the	report.	
	
While	attention	is	focused	on	the	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	fleeing	to	Europe	from	
countries	such	as	Syria	and	Iraq,	a	new	refugee	crisis	is	taking	shape	in	Central	America,	the	
UNHCR	warned.		“The	dramatic	refugee	crises	we	are	witnessing	in	the	world	today	are	not	
confined	to	the	Middle	East	or	Africa,”	Guterres	said	in	a	statement.	“We	are	seeing	another	
refugee	situation	unfolding	in	the	Americas.”	
	
The	UNHCR	said	it	had	recorded	a	nearly	five-fold	increase	in	asylum	seekers	arriving	in	the	
United	States	from	the	Northern	Triangle	since	2008.	In	2014,	40,000	people	from	these	
countries	and	Mexico	applied	for	asylum	in	the	United	States.	
	
The	UNHCR	report	includes	160	interviews	with	women	who	had	fled	their	homes	in	the	
Northern	Triangle	region	and	Mexico	and	travelled	to	the	United	States.	After	crossing	the	
border	illegally,	they	were	detained	and	placed	in	detention	centres.	
	
All	the	women	interviewed	had	either	been	recognised	as	refugees	or	been	screened	by	US	
authorities,	“and	determined	to	have	a	credible	or	reasonable	fear	of	persecution	or	torture”,	
the	report	said.	
	
One	17-year-old	Salvadorean	girl	called	Norma	says	she	was	gang	raped	by	three	members	of	
the	notorious	M18	gang	in	a	cemetery	in	late	2014.	She	said	she	was	targeted	because	she	was	
married	to	a	police	officer.		“They	took	their	turns	…	they	tied	me	by	the	hands.	They	stuffed	my	
mouth	so	I	would	not	scream,”	Norma	is	quoted	as	saying	in	the	report.	Then	“they	threw	me	in	
the	trash”.	
	
Nearly	two-thirds	of	the	women	said	threats	and	attacks	by	armed	criminal	gangs,	including	
rape,	killings,	forced	recruitment	of	their	children	and	extortion	payments,	were	among	the	
main	reasons	why	they	left	their	home	countries.		“The	increasing	reach	of	criminal	armed	
groups,	often	amounting	to	de	facto	control	over	territory	and	people,	has	surpassed	the	
capacity	of	governments	in	the	region	to	respond,”	the	report	said.	
	
US	government	figures	show	that	82%	of	16,077	women	from	the	Northern	Triangle	region	and	
Mexico	interviewed	by	US	authorities	in	the	last	year	were	found	to	have	a	credible	fear	of	
persecution	or	torture	and	were	allowed	to	pursue	their	claims	for	asylum	in	the	United	States.	
	
Violence	at	the	hands	of	abusive	husbands	and	partners,	including	rape	and	beatings	with	
baseball	bats,	was	another	key	reason	why	women	were	fleeing	their	homes.	“Unable	to	secure	
state	protection,	many	women	cited	domestic	violence	as	a	reason	for	flight,	fearing	severe	
harm	or	death	if	they	stayed,”	the	report	said.	
	
More	than	three-quarters	of	the	women	interviewed	said	they	knew	the	journey	overland	to	
the	United	States	was	dangerous,	but	it	was	a	risk	worth	taking.	Some	said	they	took	birth	



control	pills	before	starting	their	journey	to	avoid	getting	pregnant	as	a	result	of	rape	by	human	
traffickers	or	gangs,	the	report	said.	“Coming	here	[to	the	United	States]	was	like	having	hope	
that	you	will	come	out	alive,”	the	report	quoted	Sara,	who	fled	Honduras	and	sought	asylum	in	
the	United	States,	as	saying.		
	
*******	
U.S.	Government	Deporting	Central	American	Migrants	To	Their	Deaths	
By	Sibylla	Brodzinsky	and	Ed	Pilkington,	12	October	2015	
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/12/obama-immigration-deportations-central-
america	
	
The	US	government	is	deporting	undocumented	immigrants	back	to	Central	America	to	face	the	
imminent	threat	of	violence,	with	several	individuals	being	murdered	just	days	or	months	after	
their	return,	a	Guardian	investigation	has	found.	
	
The	Guardian	has	confirmed	three	separate	cases	of	Honduran	men	who	have	been	gunned	
down	shortly	after	being	deported	by	the	US	government.	Each	was	murdered	in	their	
hometowns,	soon	after	their	return	–	one	just	a	few	days	after	he	was	expelled	from	the	US.	
	
Immigration	experts	believe	that	the	Guardian’s	findings	represent	just	the	tip	of	the	iceberg.	A	
forthcoming	academic	study	based	on	local	newspaper	reports	has	identified	as	many	as	83	US	
deportees	who	have	been	murdered	on	their	return	to	El	Salvador,	Guatemala	and	Honduras	
since	January	2014.	
	
Human	rights	groups	warn	that	deterrent	measures	taken	by	the	Obama	administration	after	
last	year’s	“surge”	in	arrivals	at	the	border	of	unaccompanied	children	from	Central	America	
have	triggered	a	series	of	powerful	unintended	consequences	across	the	region.	
	
The	number	of	migrants	crossing	the	US	border	with	Mexico	unlawfully	has	declined	sharply	
this	year.	But	the	increasingly	militarized	surveillance	and	patrol	of	the	southern	frontier	has	
forced	migrants	to	take	ever	greater	risks	in	the	routes	they	choose.	And	although	fewer	people	
are	attempting	to	enter	from	Mexico,	the	death	rate	among	those	trying	has	gone	up,	activists	
say.	
	
Side	effects	of	the	crackdown	can	also	be	seen	in	Mexico,	where	authorities	have	also	stepped	
up	security	across	the	across	the	south	of	the	country.	This	has	caused	migrants	to	make	
lengthy	detours,	making	journeys	to	ever	more	remote	and	perilous	routes	where	they	face	a	
heightened	risk	of	robbery,	rape,	abduction	and	death.	
	
Human	rights	experts	warn	that	in	its	haste	to	expel	or	deter	undocumented	immigrants,	the	
US	government	is	scrimping	on	its	obligation	to	provide	asylum	to	those	genuinely	in	peril	in	
violation	of	international	law.	
	



The	collateral	damage	of	America’s	increasingly	unforgiving	deportation	process	is	that	people	
are	being	returned	to	extremely	dangerous	situations	in	Central	America,	which	has	some	of	
the	highest	murder	rates	in	the	world.	
	
Based	on	reporting	from	northern	Honduras	and	freedom	of	information	requests	in	the	US,	
the	Guardian	has	compiled	the	stories	of	three	young	Honduran	men	who	were	all	killed	soon	
after	deportation.	Two	of	them	had	originally	fled	to	the	US	after	their	brothers	were	violently	
attacked	by	gangs,	one	of	them	fatally.	
	
José	Marvin	Martínez	was	16	when	he	fled	from	the	town	of	San	Manuel	in	the	north	of	
Honduras	to	the	US.	A	few	months	earlier	his	brother	Rigoberto	had	been	shot	and	killed	by	
suspected	gang	members,	relatives	said.	
	
Deportation	papers	obtained	under	freedom	of	information	rules	show	that	Martínez	was	
apprehended	in	Laredo,	Texas	in	May	2013	having	worked	for	a	while	as	a	masons’	assistant	in	
Houston.	A	border	patrol	agent	had	come	across	him	in	a	Dairy	Ranch	store.	
	
In	April	2014	he	was	ordered	to	appear	before	an	immigration	review	court	but	failed	to	show.	
He	was	then	issued	with	a	deportation	notice	and	was	eventually	tracked	down	and	sent	back	
to	Honduras	in	August	of	that	year.	
	
On	14	December	–	four	months	after	he	was	deported	–	Martínez,	who	was	known	locally	as	El	
Chele	or	“Blondie”,	was	sitting	outside	a	corner	shop	back	in	San	Manuel	when	a	gunman	
opened	fire	from	a	drive-by	truck,	killing	him.	“If	a	deportee	can’t	find	a	place	to	feel	safe,	
surely	he’ll	be	killed,”	said	Jaime	Coto,	a	Honduran	detective.	
	
Another	of	the	cases	tracked	down	by	the	Guardian	was	that	of	Ángel	Díaz,	26,	who	was	sent	
away	to	the	US	by	his	father	after	his	brother	was	kidnapped	by	a	Honduran	gang	and	beaten	
almost	to	death.	In	April	this	year	Díaz	was	arrested	by	police	following	a	domestic	dispute	and	
–	with	no	visa	papers	to	show	–	was	sent	directly	to	a	detention	center	for	deportees.	He	was	
removed	to	Honduras	in	July.	Days	later	he	was	shot	dead	on	a	local	bus,	it	is	assumed	by	local	
gang	members.	
	
In	the	third	case,	Juan	Francisco	Díaz	was	deported	back	to	his	hometown	Choloma	in	Honduras	
in	March,	having	lived	under	the	radar	in	the	US	for	three	years.	Four	months	after	deportation	
he	was	found	lying	dead	in	an	alleyway	in	his	parents’	neighborhood.	
	
Elizabeth	Kennedy,	a	social	scientist	at	San	Diego	state	university,	has	compiled	a	
comprehensive	estimate	of	US	deportees	who	have	been	murdered	on	their	return	to	Central	
America	since	January	2014	based	on	local	newspaper	reports.	Her	forthcoming	research	
identified	45	such	cases	in	El	Salvador,	three	in	Guatemala	and	35	in	Honduras.	
	
“These	figures	tell	us	that	the	US	is	returning	people	to	their	deaths	in	violation	of	national	and	
international	law.	Most	of	the	individuals	reported	to	have	been	murdered	lived	in	some	of	the	



most	violent	towns	in	some	of	the	most	violent	countries	in	the	world	–	suggesting	strongly	that	
is	why	they	fled,”	Kennedy	said.	
	
Government	officials	told	the	Guardian	that	they	could	not	comment	on	individual	cases.	But	a	
Department	of	Homeland	Security	spokesman,	Sy	Lee,	said	that	the	US	offers	protection	for	
those	who	fear	harm	in	their	home	countries	through	a	variety	of	channels.	“Each	year,	
thousands	are	admitted	to	this	country	as	part	of	the	overseas	refugee	program	or	granted	
asylum	by	the	DHS	or	by	the	Department	of	Justice.”	
	
Lee	pointed	out	that	criminal	activity	back	home	was	not	sufficient	grounds	to	claim	asylum,	
unless	it	were	connected	to	five	specific	grounds	for	fear	of	harm	-	race,	religion,	nationality,	
membership	of	a	particular	social	group,	or	political	opinion.	Those	facing	deportation	–	
including	expedited	removal	–	“are	permitted	the	opportunity	to	seek	asylum	and/or	other	
forms	of	protection”.	
	
The	reality	that	undocumented	immigrants	are	being	returned	to	danger	in	Central	America	
stands	in	stark	contrast	to	the	heightened	rhetoric	around	migration	in	the	US	–	stoked	in	part	
by	Republican	presidential	hopefuls.	Led	by	Donald	Trump,	the	contestants	have	focused	
almost	exclusively	on	the	need	to	evict	more	“illegal	immigrants”	–Trump	wants	to	deport	all	11	
million	of	them	–	or	to	build	a	wall	all	along	the	Mexican	border.	
	
But	the	statistics	paint	a	very	different	picture.	According	to	the	latest	figures	from	US	Customs	
and	Border	Protection	(CBP)	the	number	of	unaccompanied	children	apprehended	at	the	
Southwest	border	so	far	this	year	is	steeply	down	from	the	high	of	66,000	in	last	summer’s	
surge.	
	
Clara	Long,	an	immigration	researcher	for	Human	Rights	Watch,	said	that	in	the	wake	of	the	
2014	surge	there	had	been	a	“generalized	crackdown”	across	the	immigration	service.	
“Detention	has	been	expanded	and	people	are	increasingly	being	put	into	fast-track	
deportation	procedures	in	which	their	claims	for	asylum	are	not	being	properly	considered.”	
	
A	recent	Human	Rights	Watch	report	concluded	that	the	increasing	use	of	so-called	“expedited	
removals”	of	people	picked	up	by	US	officials	along	the	Mexican	border	was	returning	many	to	
potential	danger	even	though	they	had	expressed	fears	of	returning	home.	“This	comes	down	
to	our	regard	for	the	dignity	and	lives	of	others,”	Long	said.	“Part	of	the	identity	of	the	US	is	
that	we	adhere	to	international	law,	and	that	says	that	when	people	flee	for	their	lives,	states	
are	obligated	to	provide	them	with	protection.	We	are	putting	people	through	an	increasingly	
criminalized	detention-based	system	that	risks	returning	people	to	their	deaths.”	
	
Mexican	authorities	are	also	returning	migrants	in	immediate	danger,	the	Guardian	has	found.	
Gredis	Alexander	Hernández	fled	Honduras	with	his	sister	after	witnessing	the	murder	of	her	
boyfriend.	Fearing	for	their	own	lives,	the	two	siblings	crossed	into	Guatemala	heading	for	the	
US,	but	were	apprehended	as	they	tried	to	enter	Mexico.	Two	days	after	they	were	returned	to	



their	home	town,	Hernández	was	shot	twice	in	the	head	while	he	lay	in	his	bed.	He	was	14	
years	old.	
	
Human	rights	groups	contest	that,	as	architects	of	the	crackdown,	the	US	government	must	
share	some	of	the	responsibility	for	such	tragedies.	As	Maureen	Meyer	of	the	Washington	
Office	of	Latin	America	put	it:	“The	Obama	administration	has	found	a	way	to	hide	the	so-called	
crisis	of	Central	American	migrants	at	the	border.	But	at	what	cost?”	
	
(Additional	reporting	by	Jo	Tuckman	in	Ixtepec	and	Rory	Carroll	in	Altar)	
	
*******	
What	To	Do	
Keep	on	sending	copies	of	this	information,	and	your	own	letters,	to	your	politicians	and	media,	
to	your	pension	and	investment	funds,	asking:	Why	our	governments,	companies	and	
investment	firms	do	nothing	about	the	poverty,	repression	and	violence,	and	environmental	
and	health	harms	associated	with	North	American	businesses	and	investors,	while	benefiting	
from	these	economic,	military	and	political	relations?	
	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	United	States)	
To	directly	support	community	organizations	working	for	real	democracy	and	justice,	for	locally-
controlled	development,	the	environment	and	human	rights	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	make	
check	payable	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	

• Canada:	(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	
• USA:	Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091	
• Credit-Card	Donations:		http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations	
• Stock	donations:	info@rightsaction.org	

	
Honduras	Fact-finding	Trips	

• January	8-16,	2016	-	“Communities	Resisting	Land	Grabs	and	the	Drug	War	in	Northern	
Honduras”;	hosted	by:	Cross	Border	Network	(Kansas	City)	and	Task	Force	on	the	
Americas	(California);	To	apply:	Judy	Ancel	jancel@igc.org,	Maria	Robinson	
mariarobinson1@earthlink.net.	

• March	19-26,	2016	-	“Why	Are	So	Many	Hondurans	&	Guatemalans	Fleeing	Their	
Countries,	Forced	To	Migrate	To	The	United	States?”;	hosted	by	Rights	Action;	more	
info:	Grahame	Russell,	info@rightsaction.org	

	
Get	Informed	/	Get	Involved	

• Speakers:	Invite	us	to	give	presentations	about	these	issues	
• Delegations:	Join	an	educational	seminar	trip	to	Guatemala	and	Honduras	to	learn	more	

about	these	issues	and	struggles	
• Daily	News:	www.democracynow.org	/	www.upsidedownworld.org	/	

www.telesurtv.net/english	/	www.rabble.ca	/		



• Recommended	Reading:	“This	Changes	Everything:	Capitalism	versus	The	Climate”,	by	
Naomi	Klein;	“Open	Veins	of	Latin	America”,	by	Eduardo	Galeano;	“A	People’s	History	of	
the	United	States”,	by	Howard	Zinn	

	
*******	
Receive	print	newsletter:	info@rightsaction.org	
Join	Listserv:	www.rightsaction.org	
Follow	on:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	
Twitter:	@RightsAction	
*******	
	


