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Minutes	Ago	…	Charges	Formalized	Against	Ex-President	(Ex-
General)	Otto	Perez	Molina	–	In	Jail	He	Remains!	
	

• What	to	do?:		see	below	
• Rights	Action	Delegation	to	Honduras:		information	below	
• More	information:		Grahame	Russell,	info@rightsaction.org,	tel	(in	Guatemala):	011-

502-5325-6767	
	
*******	
Guatemalan	Judge	Formally	States	That	Ex-President	Otto	Perez	Molina	Is	
'Linked'	to	Graft	Scandal	
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Guatemalan-Judge-Says-Ex-President-Linked-to-Graft-
Scandal-20150908-0016.html	
	
A	judge	has	formally	linked	former	President	Otto	Perez	Molina	of	Guatemala	to	a	mass	
government	corruption	scandal	at	a	hearing	taking	place	Tuesday,	according	to	Guatemalan	
press.		El	Universal	and	Prensa	Libre	both	tweeted	via	reporters	inside	the	court	that	he	is	
“linked”	with	the	corruption	ring	dubbed	“La	Linea.”	
	
As	a	result	of	this	new	statement	by	the	judge,	local	press	also	report	that	Guatemala’s	
attorney	general	called	for	Perez	Molina	to	continue	to	be	held	in	remand	while	the	hearings	to	
determine	his	fate	take	place.	
	
A	judge	ordered	Perez	Molina’s	detention	Thursday	(September	3,	2015)	on	charges	of	fraud,	
illicit	association	and	receiving	bribes,	amid	ongoing	hearings	for	other	government	officials	
over	the	corruption	allegations.	Perez	Molina	was	barred	from	leaving	the	country	as	
a	precautionary	measure.	
	
Dozens	of	wiretapped	recordings	constituted	a	large	portion	of	the	prosecution’s	evidence	
against	Perez	Molina.	One	directly	implicates	the	former	president,	who	had	allegedly	ordered	
the	creation	of	four	bank	accounts	to	holds	funds	diverted	by	the	country’s	customs	service.	
	
He	has	been	accused	of	pocketing	as	much	as	US$3.7	million	from	the	scheme,	which	saw	
corrupt	officials	elicit	bribes	from	businesses	seeking	to	circumvent	import	duties.	
	
Perez	denies	any	wrongdoing;	he	has	vowed	to	fight	the	charges	against	him.		“I	deny	those	
allegations,”	he	said	on	the	second	day	of	the	hearing	on	Friday.		On	the	same	day,	Perez	
claimed	the	amount	of	money	he	is	accused	of	stealing	through	the	customs	scheme	was	small	
change,	compared	to	what	he	could	have	made	if	he	had	turned	corrupt.	
	



The	hearing	has	already	been	welcomed	by	activists.	When	Thursday's	proceedings	came	to	a	
close,	Perez	was	met	with	crowds	of	protesters	outside	the	court.	Unlike	previous	
demonstrations,	the	protests	were	upbeat,	after	months	of	demands	for	Perez	to	step	down.	
	
The	political	crisis	generated	by	this	scandal	is	considered	the	one	of	the	worst	faced	by	the	
Central	American	nation	in	recent	years,	and	was	a	key	issue	in	this	year's	general	elections.	
	
The	tightly	contested	first	round	of	voting	Sunday	was	riddled	with	allegations	of	
irregularities.	According	to	the	Guatemalan	Election	officials,	voter	turnout	was	higher	than	
expected,	with	more	than	70	percent	of	registered	voters	casting	their	vote.	However,	over	900	
complaints	of	election	fraud	have	been	submitted	to	the	Guatemalan	attorney	general.	
	
A	second	round	of	voting	is	set	to	take	place	in	late	October.	
	
*******	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	United	States)	
To	support	courageous	people	working	for	locally-controlled	development,	protection	of	the	environment	and	
human	rights,	and	for	real	democracy	and	the	rule	of	law	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	make	check	payable	to	
"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	

• Canada:	(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	
• USA:	Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091	

Credit-Card	Donations:		http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations	
Stock	donations:	info@rightsaction.org	
	
Delegation	to	Honduras,	November	7-15,	2015:	“Connecting	the	Dots	from	the	Global	to	the	Local:	
Understanding	the	Environmental,	Human	Rights,	Poverty	and	Impunity	Crisis	in	Honduras”	

• Flyer:	http://rightsaction.org/action-content/honduras-education-seminar-trip	
• More	info:	info@rightsaction.org	

	
Get	Informed	/	Get	Involved	

• Speakers:	Invite	us	to	give	presentations	about	these	issues	
• Educational	Delegation:	Join	an	educational	delegation	seminar	to	Guatemala	and	Honduras	to	learn	

more	about	these	issues	and	struggles	
• Daily	News:	www.democracynow.org	/	www.upsidedownworld.org	/	

http://www.telesurtv.net/english/index.html	/	www.rabble.ca	/		
• Recommended	Reading:	“This	Changes	Everything:	Capitalism	versus	The	Climate”,	by	Naomi	Klein;	“Open	

Veins	of	Latin	America”,	by	Eduardo	Galeano;	“A	People’s	History	of	the	United	States”,	by	Howard	Zinn	
	
*******	
Rights	Action	newsletter:	info@rightsaction.org	
Get	On-Off	Listserv:	www.rightsaction.org	
www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	
https://twitter.com/RightsAction,	@RightsAction	
*******	
	


