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International	Human	Rights	Day	in	Honduras:	TV	Journalist	Juan	Carlos	Argeñal	
Medina	Killed	
http://www.cpj.org/2013/12/tv-journalist-murdered-in-honduras.php	
	
New	York,	December	9,	2013--The	Committee	to	Protect	Journalists	calls	on	
authorities	to	launch	a	full	investigation	into	the	murder	on	Saturday	of	a	
Honduran	journalist,	identify	a	motive,	and	bring	those	responsible	to	justice.	
	
The	body	of	Juan	Carlos	Argeñal	Medina	was	found	inside	his	home	in	the	city	of	
Danlí	in	El	Progreso	state	with	at	least	two	bullet	wounds	in	the	head,	according	
to	news	reports.	Authorities	told	reporters	they	believed	Argeñal	was	home	alone	
when	the	gunmen	entered	the	house.		
	
Argeñal	owned	the	Christian	station	Vida	Televisión	as	well	as	an	entertainment	
company.	He	was	also	the	local	correspondent	for	the	television	network	Globo.	
	
David	Romero,	director	of	Globo	TV	and	radio,	told	the	international	news	agency	
Agence	France-Presse	that	Argeñal	had	been	threatened	in	the	past	for	revealing	
corruption	at	a	local	hospital	in	reports	for	Globo	TV.	The	AFP	report	did	not	offer	
further	details.	
	
Argeñal	was	also	a	supporter	of	Libre,	the	political	party	of	Xiomara	Castro	de	
Zelaya,	who	has	contested	the	results	of	the	November	24	presidential	elections,	
which	the	electoral	court	said	she	lost,	the	local	press	reported.	Globo	was	the	
target	of	serious	attacks	and	multiple	broadcasting	disruptions	after	reporting	
critically	on	the	aftermath	of	the	2009	military	ouster	of	former	President	Manuel	
Zelaya,	Castro's	husband.		
	
"We	call	on	Honduran	authorities	to	fully	investigate	this	murder,	including	a	
motive	related	to	journalism,	and	bring	those	responsible	to	justice,"	said	Carlos	
Lauría,	CPJ's	senior	Americas	program	coordinator.	"As	Honduras	faces	political	
tension	resulting	from	the	November	presidential	elections	and	prepares	for	a	
new	administration,	authorities	must	ensure	that	journalists	can	report	the	news	
and	without	the	violent	reprisals	they	faced	after	the	events	of	2009."	



	
A	climate	of	violence	and	widespread	impunity	has	made	Honduras	one	of	the	
most	dangerous	countries	in	the	region,	according	to	CPJ	research.	
	
*******	
	
Americans	/	Canadians	
Please	keep	on,	keep	on	sending	copies	of	this	information,	and	your	own	letters,	
to	your	politicians	(MPs,	Congress	members	and	Senators)	and	your	own	media.		
Since	the	June	2009	military	coup,	that	ousted	the	democratically	elected	
government,	Honduras	has	become	the	‘Murder	Capital	of	the	world’.		State	
repression	has	reached	the	levels	of	the	worst	years	of	the	1980s.	
	
Since	the	2009	coup,	the	U.S.	and	Canadian	governments	have	‘legitimized	the	
illegitimate’	post-coup	regime;	North	American	companies	and	investors	have	
increased	business	activities	in	mining,	sweatshops,	“model	cities”	and	tourism.		
The	Honduran	regime	remains	in	power	due	in	large	part	to	its	political,	economic	
and	military	relations	with	the	U.S.	and	Canada.	
	
Across	Honduras,	community	based	organizations	in	the	pro-democracy	
movement	need	considerably	more	human	rights	accompaniment,	funding,	
media	attention	on	the	harms	and	violations	and	education	and	activism	in	
Canada	and	the	U.S.	
	
Contact:	

• Member	Of	Parliament:	
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/HouseOfCommons/Member
ByPostalCode.aspx?Menu=HOC	

• Congress:	http://www.house.gov/	to	get	info	for	your	member	of	Congress,	
and	call:		202-224-3121	

• Senate:	http://www.senate.gov/	to	get	contact	for	your	Senator,	and	call:	
202-224-3121	

	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	community-based	pro-democracy,	environmental,	development	and	
human	rights	work	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala,	make	check	payable	to	"Rights	
Action"	and	mail	to:	



• United	States:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	

	
Credit-Card	Donations	Can	Be	Made	(Canada	&	U.S.):		
http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations	

• be	a	monthly	credit	card	donor	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
• to	donate	stock,	contact:	info@rightsaction.org	

	
*******	
Comments	/	Questions:	info@rightsaction.org	
Get	on/off	Rights	Action’s	listserv:	www.rightsaction.org	
Follow	Rights	Action	on	facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	
Please	re-post	and	re-publish	this	information	
*******	
	


