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Pre-Election Persecution Increases In Honduras 
November 3, 2013, By Karen Spring 
 
In the early hours on the morning of October 23, the newly created 
Honduran Military Police broke down the doors of the residence of Edwin 
Robelo Espinal, a long-time National Front of Popular Resistance (FNRP) 
activist. Heavily armed Military Police accompanied by a military judge and 
public prosecutor, with their faces entirely covered by balaclavas, carried 
out a thorough search of Edwin’s house looking for “weapons and a rocket-
propelled launcher” (1) 
 

 
 
(Upon arriving at Edwin Espinal’s house, Military Police blocked the 
entrance to the shared driveway. Initially, they refused to provide the name 
of the person in charge and the search warrant. October 23, 2013. Photo 
by: Karen Spring) 
 



 
 
(On the left is Espinal’s house where a Resistance flag has been hung 
since June 2009. Military Police stand outside, as officers inside the house 
break down over 15 bathroom, bedroom and entrance/exit doors. Every 
drawer and corner of the house was opened, pulled out and searched. 
There was significant damage to the house for which the Espinal family is 
unlikely to be reimbursed for. October 23, 2013. Photo by: Karen Spring) 
 
The search warrant, authorized by a military judge, read: “Robelo [as he is 
known by his community] belongs to the LIBRE party and is one of the 
leaders of that area.” Along with GPS coordinates of the location of his 
house, the warrant also noted that: “outside, [the house] has a LIBRE 
flag.”(2) 
 
Since the 2009 military coup, Edwin has been an active member of the 
Honduran resistance, the FNRP. Since the formation of its political arm – 
the Liberty and Refoundation Party –, Edwin has been supporting LIBRE 
organizing efforts along with his community group, “Collective en 
Resistencia Wendy E. Avila” in the neighbourhood Flor del Campo in 
Tegucigalpa.  
 



 
 
(Edwin Robelo Espinal speaks to journalists suspected of being embedded 
in the operations of the Military Police as they raided his house. October 
23, 2013. Photo by: Karen Spring) 
 
The Killing of Edwin’s Partner Wendy Avila 
Edwin’s partner, Wendy Avila was killed in September 2009, when military 
and police violently evicted the Honduran resistance who had gathered 
around the Brazilian embassy to welcome overthrown President Zelaya, 
back to the country. Edwin was also disappeared for 5 hours and tortured 
by police officers in Flor del Campo in June 2010 (3). 
 
Most recently and likely directly related to the current persecution against 
him, Edwin is involved in organizing his community against efforts by 
National Party activists in the Flor del Campo ‘Patronato’ (community 
leadership) to privatize the community soccer field. In 2010, after he was 
tortured by Honduran poice, Edwin was given protective measures from the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (4). 
 



 
 
(One morning, the Flor del Campo community woke up to find the 
community soccer field had been blocked off. The ‘Wendy E. Avila 
Collective in Resistance’, in Flor del Campo, began organizing against the 
privatization of the community space by gathering signatures and 
investigating the fate of the soccer field. October 23, 2013. Photo by: Karen 
Spring) 
 
Not An Isolated Incident: Raids, Death Threats, Killings and 
Disappearances 
According to a recent Rights Action report, political candidates, their 
families and campaign leaders of the LIBRE party have suffered a 
disproportionate number of attacks and killings since May 2012 than all 
other political parties combined (5). 
 

• Complete Report: http://www.rightsaction.org/action-content/killings-
and-attempted-killings-honduras-may-2012-present-linked-electoral-
process  

 
Not included in the attacks and killings listed in the report are the countless 
cases of political persecution, death threats and kidnappings of FNRP and 
LIBRE leaders that continue to occur on almost a weekly basis. 



Investigations are rarely conducted and impunity continues to reign in 
Honduras.  
 
The raid on Espinal’s house has not been the only Military Police operation 
directed against FNRP and LIBRE activists nor is it an isolated example of 
political violence in the context of the elections. 
 
In the first week the Military Police were on the street (October 14-21, 
2013), the residence of Dassaev Aguilar, an ex-correspondent for Telesur 
was raided for an unknown reason by Military Police (6). 
 
On October 10 at 5:00 am, the Military Police broke in and raided the 
house of Marco Antonio Rodriguez, the Vice President of the National Child 
Welfare Worker’s Trade Union (SITRAPANI by its Spanish acronym). With 
a gun pointed at Antonio Rodriguez and his youngest son, the Military 
Police forced them out of the house, made them lie chest down on the 
street and handcuffed them while they searched the house. When Antonio 
Rodriguez asked to see the search warrant, the officers responded: “what 
search warrant, here we can do whatever we want.” (7) 
 

 
 
(Military Police. Some are dressed 
in uniform and some in civilian 
clothes wearing bulletproof vests, 
all with their faces completely 
covered. “Justice without a face” 
as Honduran journalist, Felix 
Molina says. Photo by: Karen 
Spring) 
 
Another Killing of a Former 
Journalist and LIBRE Activist 
In another incident of suspected 
state involvement, the body of 
Manuel Murillo Varela, a journalist, 
a former cameraman for Globo TV 
and LIBRE activist was found in 
Tegucigalpa on October 24 (8).  
 



Murillo Varela had suffered years of political persecution for his 
involvement with the FNRP and the LIBRE party. In 2010, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights issued protection measures for 
Murillo Varela after he and his colleague were disappeared and tortured for 
over 24 hours by police dressed as civilians on February 2, 2010.  
 
Murillo Varela is also well known for his coverage of overthrown President 
Zelaya’s militarized house in the early hours of June 28, 2009 as 
Hondurans woke up to find that President Zelaya had been overthrown and 
taken out of the country (9). Since 2010 over 30 journalists have been killed 
and very few cases have been investigated and brought to trial (10).  
 

 
 
(In the early morning of June 28, 2009, Manuel Murillo was one of the first 
journalists on site to document the overthrow of President Manuel Zelaya. 
Photographer unknown.) 
 
Death Threats Against a LIBRE Congressional Candidate 
On October 30, Beatriz Valle, a LIBRE Congressional candidate in the 
department of Francisco Morazan and ex-Vice Foreign Minister under 
Manuel Zelaya’s government, announced that she had received death 



threats. It is unknown where the death threats originate from but Valle 
decided, in consultation with human rights organizations, to leave the 
country (11).  
 
Repression And Persecution Of Lenca Indigenous Communities And 
COPINH Leaders 
Since April 1, 2013, the Lenca communities of Rio Blanco supported by the 
Council of Indigenous and Popular Organizations of Honduras (COPINH) 
have maintained a roadblock preventing the construction of the Agua Zarca 
hydroelectric dam project. The Rio Blanco region continues to be heavily 
militarized and security forces are utilizing various tactics to attempt to 
divide and discourage the communities in resistance including pressing 
charges against community members, threats, persecution and negotiating 
projects with groups of community members in an attempt to bribe and to 
weaken the resistance. Berta Caceres, a COPINH indigenous leader was 
sent to jail on September 20th, 2013 while two other COPINH leaders, 
Tomas Garcias and Aureliano Molina are required to sign before a judge on 
a regular basis. The three COPINH leaders are unable to visit the Rio 
Blanco area - one of many attempts to weaken the resistance and unity of 
the Lenca struggle. 
 
Further Criminalization of the Campesino Movements in the Aguan 
Valley 
According to Honduran human rights organization, COFADEH (Committee 
of the Relatives of the Detained and Disappeared of Honduras), a group of 
6 individuals in Samaria in La Moskitia region were disappeared by 
approximately 80 military traveling in helicopters and boats on October 30. 
Josbin Nahúm Caballero and his family including his wife, Rosa Florinda 
Alvarenga Lara and their two children, Nesly Rosibel Caballero Alvarenga 
(2 years-old) along with Javier Castillo (25 years-old) and Justo Castillo (27 
year-old) and were disappeared after the military raided Nahúm Caballero’s 
house and shooting him during the operation.  
 
Nahúm Cabellero’s mother, Maria Digna Santamaría lives in the campesino 
community ‘La Confianza’ and is a member of the United Campesino 
Movement of the Aguan (MUCA). Digna Santamaria spoke to COFADEH 
and to the press regarding her son’s disappearance and suspected 
assassination. She denounced that the Commander of the Xatruch Military 
Operation in the department of Colon, Germán Alfaro Escalante, had 
directly threatened her son accusing him of being an assassin in an 



interview on a local radio in Colon, Honduras (12). Commander Alfaro also 
mentioned in the interview that the campesino community ‘La Confianza’ 
was hiding an assassin named ‘Caballero’, as part of his repeated effort to 
criminalize campesino movements and justify the continued militarization of 
the Valley that has contributed to the killings of over 100 campesinos in the 
Aguan Valley since 2010(13).  
 

 
 
(Operation Xatruch II. Aguan Valley. October 2011. Photo by: Karen 
Spring) 
 
The human rights situation in Honduras is grave. The creation of new 
security forces like the Military Police that in less than two weeks of being 
on the street, have been accused of targeting political opponents of the 
current Pepe Lobo government.  
 
These raids, like other violations by Honduran police and military, raise 
serious concern regarding the context of the November 24th General 
Elections. Suffering a disproportionately higher number of killings and 
attacks than all other political parties combined, LIBRE political candidates 
participating in the campaigning process are very vulnerable to political 
violence.  
 



However, persecution, attacks, disappearances and killings of community-
based Resistance activists such as Manuel Murillo Varela, Marco Antonio 
Rodriguez, Edwin Robelo Espinal and other cases discussed above, are a 
less visible form of political violence that often escapes the watchful eyes of 
the ‘international community’. 
 
The mood in Honduras is undoubtedly intense as the elections approach in 
less than 3 weeks.  
 
(Karen Spring has worked with Rights Action since 2009.  She is currently 
living in Honduras.  Spring.kj@gmail.com) 
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North Americans! 
All through November, leading up to and during the November 24 
presidential elections, keep on sending this – and other information – to 
your MPs, Congressional Reps & Senators.  Keep on denouncing the very 
serious and increasing violations of human rights. 
 
Since the military coup of 2009, the governments of Canada and the USA – 
and many North American businesses – have maintained strong political, 
military and economic relations with the regime in power, empowering and 
‘legitimizing’ the repressive, military-backed government. 
 
Contact: 
• Member Of Parliament: 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/HouseOfCommons/Membe
rByPostalCode.aspx?Menu=HOC 

• Congress: http://www.house.gov/ to get info for your member of 
Congress, and call:  202-224-3121 

• Senate: http://www.senate.gov/ to get contact for your Senator, and call: 
202-224-3121 

 
Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & U.S.) 
To support community-based, pro-democracy, environmental, development 
and human rights work in Honduras, make check payable to "Rights 
Action" and mail to: 
• United States:  Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
• Canada:  (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
Credit-Card Donations Can Be Made (Canada & U.S.): 
http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations 
• be a monthly credit card donor (Canada & U.S.) 
• to donate stock, contact: info@rightsaction.org 
 
******* 
Comments / Questions: info@rightsaction.org 
Get on/off Rights Action’s listserv: www.rightsaction.org 
Follow Rights Action on facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org 
Please re-post and re-publish this information 
******* 
 


