
Rights Action – January 10, 2012 
 
HONDURAS:  WEALTHY CANADIAN TOURISM INTERESTS – INCLUDING THE 
CANADIAN “KING OF PORN” – PUSH AHEAD WITH ILLEGAL ACQUISITIONS OF 
INDIGENOUS-GARIFUNA LANDS 
 
BELOW: 
Article by OFRANEH: “Honduras: "Libertarians" Model Cities and the Resurrection of William 
Walker” 
 
WATCH:  11:30 minute film, in Spanish, about Canadian tourism interests - including the “King 
of Porn”, including the “Banana Coast” project - that are illegally acquiring lands and forcing 
indigenous-Garifuna populations from their ancestral lands: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PhVwV-RvCc&feature=youtu.be 
 
BACKGROUND: 

• Los Angeles Times editorial, Honduras is the “murder capital” of the world: 
http://rightsaction.org/action-content/honduras-murder-capital-world-los-angeles-
times-editorial 

• Letter to CBC’s The Current program, concerning killing of journalists and Canadian 
economic interests in Honduras: http://rightsaction.org/action-content/cbc-currents-
potato-head-coverage-repression-and-canadian-economic-interests-honduras 

• List of Hondurans killed since the June 28, 2009 military coup: 
http://rightsaction.org/action-content/honduras-list-killings-updated-12-november-
2011 

• Article by Dawn Paley, “Snowbirds Gone Wild! Canadian retirees and locals clash in 
Honduras”, http://this.org/magazine/2010/11/04/canada-snowbirds-honduras/ 

• Article by Karen Spring, “Canadian porn kings, tourism "development" projects, 
repression & the violation of indigenous-Garifuna rights in Honduras”, 
http://rightsaction.org/articles/Garifuna_repression_021711.html 

 
Please re-post and re-publish this information 
Get on-off Rights Action’s listserv: www.rightsaction.org 
Follow Rights Action on Facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org 
 
************************************ 
 
HONDURAS: "LIBERTARIANS" MODEL CITIES AND THE RESURRECTION OF WILLIAM 
WALKER 
by OFRANEH (Organizacion Fraternal Negra Hondureña), January 4, 2012 
(Translated into English by the Witness for Peace Nicaragua Team.  Original Spanish version: 
http://ofraneh.wordpress.com/2012/01/04/honduras-las-ciudades-modelo-de-los-libertarios-y-
la-resurreccion-de-william-walker/) 
 
This past December 10th, the British magazine The Economist (“Free cities. Honduras shrugged: 
Two start-ups want to try out libertarian ideas in the country’s new special development 
regions”, http://www.economist.com/node/21541391) published an article that makes a 
reference to a memorandum of understanding between the government of Honduras and 
two United States firms regarding the construction of Model Cities (Charter Cities) in Honduran 
territory, without notifying the Honduran people up to now of the planned transactions. 
 



The attitude assumed by the current Honduran regime to maintain “its business” with utmost 
secrecy is part of the disdain held by the power elite of the country toward its subjects, a 
situation that worsened with the judicial-military coup in 2009 and the subsequent failed state 
that prevails in Honduras. 
 
The company Future Cities Development Corporation, known before as Seasteading Institute 
and Free Cities Group, will apparently be constructing model cities framed by “libertarian” 
ideology.  The Future Cities Development Corporation, was founded by Patri Friedman, 
grandson of economist Milton Friedman, known in Latin America as the father of 
neoliberalism, the economic theory associated with the impoverishment of the majority of the 
continent’s population and with authoritarian regimes that have offered themselves to boost 
the accelerated enrichment of the power elite. 
 
Patri Friedman has shown his repudiation for democracy as a form of government in an article 
published by the extreme-right Cato Institute and sees a great potential in Model Cities under 
the libertarian regime that he hopes or plans to build in the failed state called Honduras. 
 
Paul Thiel (founder of Paypal), another person involved in the construction of libertarian cities 
in Honduras, declared in an article written for Cato Unbound, that democracy and liberty are 
not compatible. 
 
After the coup d’état in 2009, Honduras has suffered at the hands of the current National 
Congress — composed by a large majority of the same actors that participated in the 
downfall of democracy — the approval of a series of neoliberal-style laws that completely 
annihilated the meager social gains obtained in the 20th century. Concepts such as national 
sovereignty, food security, and human rights have been converted into obsolete terms by 
Honduran “legislators.” 
 
In fact, the political and social deterioration occurring in this country, converts it into a 
paradise for economic adventurers and reactionary politicians, whose ideologies are based 
in individualism and economic Darwinism. 
 
FROM THE AMERICAN PHALANGE OF THE IMMORTALS TO THE BANANA COAST 
In the mid-19th century, filibuster William Walker invaded Central America with a band of self-
declared “American Phalange of the Immortals,” who succeeded in taking over Nicaragua, 
where Walker acted as president from 1856-57. In his last incursion he was captured by the 
British who handed him over to Honduran authorities, who proceeded to execute him with a 
firing squad in the city of Trujillo in 1860. A New York Times editorial the same year mentions 
that the filibuster stated that other Walkers would rise from his blood. 
 
Half a century later, Sam Zemurray financed an invasion and a coup d’état in Honduras 
(1911), perpetrated by Manuel Bonilla, who landed in the country coincidentally in the place 
where Walker was shot. From this point on, the Banana Republic was reaffirmed, a term 
coined by the writer, O’Henry, seven years before the felony committed by Bonilla. 
 
Days before the 2009 coup d’état, the Canadian investor, known as the “Porn King,” began a 
series of illegal land purchases in the Bay of Trujillo, designated to create a tourist empire in an 
enclave known as the Banana Coast. During the mandate of post-coup ‘de facto’ leader 
Roberto Micheletti, the Porn King consolidated the appropriation of a Garifuna community, 
Rio Negro, located in the city of Trujillo, demolishing a large part of the community under the 
pretext of constructing a dock for the Panamex cruise ship. 
 



THE FAILED STATE AND THE LIBERTARIAN’S PARADISE 
According to the Washington Post, Honduras has become the most dangerous country on the 
planet, in addition to being the epicenter of drug trafficking between South America and the 
United States. The collapse of institutional pillars such as the Ministry of Security and the judicial 
apparatus, have converted the country into a true failed state. 
 
It seems that Peter Thiel and his follower Patri Friedman, want to take advantage of the 
existing failed state of Honduras to recreate the pages of the novel Atlas Shrugged, in which 
the Russian-American author Ayn Rand, idol of libertarians, creates a science fiction novel 
that makes clear her philosophy that writer Gore Vidal described as “almost perfect in her 
immorality.” 
 
Libertarians have converted themselves into a synonym of factions of enormous economic 
power in the United States that reject the supposed exaggerated intervention of the State, 
exalting the liberty of individuals over supposed government coercion. Although some 
anarchists of the 19th century were self-defined libertarians, the current movement in the 
United States finds itself linked with ultra-right groups like the Tea Party, Cato Institute and the 
Free State Project, among others. 
 
It just so happens that the first week of December, the National Congress selected the Board 
of Notables in charge of Model Cities: George Akerlof, Ong Boon Hwee, Harry Strachan, 
Nancy Birdsall and of course the artifice of the neo-colonial maneuver Paul Romer. But 
unfortunately in Honduras the media has opted for a discreet silence on the matter, while its 
news is dedicated to distill the blood that runs and impunity that rules in the country. 
 
It is to be expected that the libertarian dignitaries and their millions of dollars will be successful 
in imposing their conditions on the Congress of a failed state. There is nothing strange that in 
imitating the ideas of the libertarian bible, Atlas Shrugged, they implement the “death ray” a 
sophisticated torture weapon, from the delirious book, which will probably be used against 
the undesirable hordes that try to cross the electrified fences of the paradise in the middle of 
the hell that they have imposed on us. 
 
La Ceiba, Atlántida, January 4, 2012 
OFRANEH - Organizacion Fraternal Negra Hondureña 
http://www.ofraneh.org 
http://www.ofraneh.wordpress.com 
 
*************************************** 
 
RIGHTS ACTION: 

• funds and works with community-based organizations implementing their own 
development, environmental justice, human rights and disaster relief projects 

• educates about and is involved in activism aimed at critically understanding and 
changing unjust north-south, global economic, military and political relationships 

 
TO MAKE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS  
for indigenous and campesino organizations working for community-controlled development, 
environmental justice, human rights & justice in Guatemala & Honduras (and also in Chiapas 
& el Salvador), make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to: 
UNITED STATES:  Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
CANADA:  552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
 



CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS can be made (anonymously): www.rightsaction.org 
In Canada: https://www.canadahelps.org/DonationDetails.aspx?cookieCheck=true 
In USA: https://npo.networkforgood.org/Donate/Donate.aspx?npoSubscriptionId=488 
DONATIONS OF STOCK can be made (anonymously): info@rightsaction.org 
 
********************************* 
 


