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Guatemala: Rape War Crimes Trials in Spain 
 
Below, an article: 
 
GUATEMALAN WAR RAPE SURVIVORS: 'WE HAVE NO VOICE' 
More than 100,000 women were raped in the 36-year Guatemalan civil war. 
Despite violent retributions, they are now breaking their silence 
 
NO MORE ‘POLITICS & BUSINESS AS USUAL’ WITH WAR CRIMINALS IN GUATEMALA 
In Guatemala, the victim-survivors of so many atrocities committed by the US- and western 
back military regimes of the 1970s, 80s and early 90s, are now protagonists, demanding 
memory, truth and justice – 29 years after the worst years of genocide, massacres and rape.  
They need much support. 
 
WHAT TO DO: see below 
 
• Please re-post & re-publish this information 
• To get on-off Rights Action’s listserv: www.rightsaction.org 
• Follow Rights Action on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org 
 
MORE INFORMATION / QUESTIONS: info@rightsaction.org 
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GUATEMALAN WAR RAPE SURVIVORS: 'WE HAVE NO VOICE' 
More than 100,000 women were raped in the 36-year Guatemalan civil war. 
Despite violent retributions, they are now breaking their silence 
 
By Ofelia de Pablo, Javier Zurita and Giles Tremlettm, July 29 2011, The Guardian 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2011/jul/28/guatemalan-women-mass-rape-give-
evidence 
 
"When the soldiers found me they grabbed me, took me to the river, and raped me," Teresa 
Sic recalls. "On the same day, they raped other women in the village. They burned everything. 
They tied me up, but I freed myself aided by my five-year-old daughter. I went to seek help. I 
was hungry and afraid, but nobody would take us in." 
 
Horrific as it sounds, the 58-year-old's story is not a one-off. Between 1960 and 1996 more than 
100,000 women were victims of mass rape in the Guatemalan civil war, between CIA-backed 
rightwing generals and leftwing insurgents, that evetually left 200,000 dead. After General 
Jose Efrain Rios Montt grabbed power in a 1982 coup, it reached fresh peaks of brutality. 
 
Many victims, such as Sic, were indigenous Mayans, who were caught in the crossfire, 
accused of collaborating with the guerrillas or targeted simply because their ethnic group 
became seen as the enemy. 
 
More than a decade ago Spain's national high court, which has a long history of taking on 
international human rights cases - including pursuing Augusto Pinochet and jailing Argentine 
military officers involved in death squads - began investigating claims of genocide. 
 



Yet Guatemala not only refuses to try or extradite Rios Montt, despite an international arrest 
warrant issued in Madrid, but he is now a congressman. 
 
As for the rapes, the state refuses to acknowledge them - leaving the attackers to walk freely 
through the streets and live in the same villages as their victims. "We want the state to 
acknowledge the truth. We have no voice, and officially the rapes during the conflict never 
happened," says Feliciana Macario, one of a group of women who have worked for 20 years 
to bring the rapes into the public arena. 
 
Patricia Yoj, a native Mayan lawyer, says that "even the representative of the National 
Indemnity Programme that was established to make reparations to victims of the conflict has 
said that he doesn't believe in the rapes". 
 
But many of the women have refused to be silenced - giving evidence to the genocide trial in 
2008, and now, for the first time, their voices will be heard; Spain's national court has agreed 
to investigate the mass rapes and gender violence as part of the generals' alleged strategy to 
wipe out a large part of the Mayan population. The investigating magistrate Santiago Pedraz 
said on Wednesday the rapes appeared to be part of a campaign of terror designed to 
destroy Mayan society - with soldiers instructed to carry them out. 
 
Campaigning lawyer Almudena Bernabeu, of the US-based Center of Justice and 
Accountability, says rape, mutilation, sexual slavery and the killing of foetuses were all part of 
a plan to eliminate the Mayan people. "Gender violence has been used as a weapon to 
eliminate ethnic groups, and that's genocide," she says. The army and the members of the 
paramilitary "civil self-defence patrols" tortured the women they didn't kill in order to stigmatise 
them. Teresa tells how days after she was raped, she was forcibly taken to a military barracks, 
raped for 15 days by countless soldiers and given bulls' blood and raw meat to eat. 
 
"To eliminate all the Mayans is a very difficult task, but if you destroy the women you make 
sure that the population is reduced and eventually disappears - it's one of the cruellest ways 
of getting rid of an entire people," says Paloma Soria, a lawyer working for the Women's Link 
Worldwide NGO, which is backing Bernabeu. 
 
Many of the women also endured being abandoned by their husbands as a result of the 
rapes. One of them was Maria Castro, now 59, who was with her two children - one just a 
baby when she was horrifically assaulted. "The soldiers ambushed me. My little girl was with 
me. She was very frightened and she cried, but the soldier threw me to the ground. I 
remember there were three of them who raped me, but I don't know how many more 
because I lost consciousness. When I came to, I saw them pick up their guns and leave 
hurriedly for some other place. My daughter helped me by carrying her little brother, but she 
was still crying. She saw everything." When Maria made it home and told her husband, he 
rejected her, saying that if she had come back alive, it was because she had let the soldiers 
rape her. 
 
Others have faced horrific retributions from their attackers for their willingness to give 
evidence. "They point their fingers at us, they insult us, and some of the men who raped us 
now laugh at us," one victim says. Castro breaks down as she tells how her son was murdered 
after she travelled to Spain to give evidence. 
 
Maria Toj, 70, another victim, says the violence hasn't stopped, but she is still determined to 
speak out. "They tortured me and my son. They burned everything, leaving me with nothing 



but my dead husband and my pain. I hope our efforts will stop this from ever happening 
again." 
 
Jacinta Guarcas, 65, lost seven of her eight children in the conflict, when they were forcibly 
displaced. One was killed by soldiers and the rest starved when they were forced to flee into 
the mountains after their crops were burnt: "First I buried my one-year-old son since I didn't 
have enough milk for him because we had nothing to eat." 
 
The effect of the impunity for the rapes and killings can be seen in the deep scars on 
Guatemalan society. In 2010 alone, 685 women were killed. So far this year there have been 
120 cases of rapes, torture and even dismemberment. 
 
"This trial will help open a debate about feminicide, because the lack of justice actually 
contributes to increasing gender violence," says Bernabeu. Only about 1% of these cases go 
to trial in Guatemala. "There are times when foreign or international courts are the only 
recourse for victims, since they can get no justice in their own country," she says. 
 
The lawyer will bring Patricia Sellers, the woman who succeeded in having rape defined as a 
weapon of war at the trials for genocide in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, to be an 
expert witness. 
 
While Spain may be unable to extradite the accused, international arrest warrants at least 
prevent them leaving Guatemala. Pressure from Madrid has forced Guatemalan courts to 
start trying human rights cases from the war. They may eventually be persuaded to investigate 
the rapes. 
 
In the meantime, the courage of these women, who face rejection for speaking the truth, will 
help others who suffer rape as a weapon of war to become more visible. 
 
"This sets a precedent for national courts around the world. Hopefully we will now see how it 
spreads to other countries from Spain," says Soria. "Society puts the rape and torture of woman 
on a par with stealing cattle or burning crops. This must change, and these women have to 
stop being invisible." 
 
************** 
 
JUEZ ESPAÑOL SANTIAGO PEDRAZ, INVESTIGARÁ CRÍMENES DE GÉNERO 
July 27, 2011 
www.prensalibre.com/noticias/Espanol-investigara-crimenes-genero_0_524947533.html 
 
El juez español Santiago Pedraz aceptó investigar crímenes de género ocurridos en 
Guatemala de 1979 a 1986, que abarcan violaciones, tortura y genocidio. 
 
Según el fallo emitido ayer por Pedraz, “la investigación o el proceso se sigue por los delitos 
de genocidio, terrorismo, lesa humanidad, torturas, asesinato y detenciones ilegales”. 
 
La resolución judicial es respuesta a la querella presentada por la asociación Women’s Link 
Worldwide. 
 
Pedraz expresa que es necesario, “en aras de cumplir satisfactoriamente con el deber de 
investigar, juzgar y sancionar esos graves crímenes internacionales y considerarlos como 
crímenes de género”. 



 
El expediente resalta que durante el período de 1979 a 1986, “las mujeres mayas en 
Guatemala sufrieron, por parte de agentes del Estado, formas específicas de persecución y 
violencia, especialmente de tipo sexual —uso masivo de violación y esclavitud sexual—”. 
 
“Toda esta violencia de género fue planificada desde el entrenamiento militar, en el cual las 
agresiones sexuales se constituían en una práctica habitual”, explica el documento. 
 
CONTINUIDAD 
Según María Eugenia Solís, una de las representantes de la referida agrupación, se trata de 
un seguimiento a la querella presentada en 1989, por genocidio, por la premio Nobel de la 
Paz Rigoberta Menchú Tum. 
 
“En esa denuncia, ella —Menchú— mencionó tres casos importantes, que son la quema de 
la Embajada de España, persecución y desaparición forzada de integrantes de su familia y 
de tres sacerdotes españoles”, manifestó la abogada. 
 
“A eso se suman la desaparición de Alaíde Foppa, la ejecución de los psicólogos Carlos 
Figueroa y Edna Ibarra, además de la de Molina Taysen y la captura de una de sus 
hermanas”, expresó. 
 
Entre los militares acusados se encuentran los generales Óscar Humberto Mejía Víctores, José 
Efraín Ríos Montt y Fernando Romeo Lucas García, este último ya fallecido. 
 
A la lista se suman Donaldo Álvarez Ruiz, exministro de Gobernación; German Chupina 
Barahona, exdirector de la Policía Nacional, ya fallecido, y Pedro García Arredondo, 
capturado el domingo último por otro caso. 
 
Solís refirió que es la primera vez que en el continente europeo un juez español conoce de un 
caso de genocidio. 
 
SE DEFIENDE 
Ríos Montt, uno de los imputados por la Audiencia Nacional de España, se desligó del 
proceso al asegurar que él fungió como jefe de Estado, no como director de masacres. 
 
Nery Rodenas, director de la Oficina de Derechos Humanos del Arzobispado, indicó que la 
decisión de Pedraz constituye “un paso importante para el combate de la impunidad” que 
persiste sobre las violaciones a los derechos humanos cometidas durante el conflicto armado 
interno. 
 
© Copyright 2008 Prensa Libre. Derechos Reservados. 
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MORE INFORMATION about the Guatemalan War Rape Trials in Spain, contact:  
Luz Méndez, Vicepresidenta de la Junta Directiva 
Unión Nacional de Mujeres Guatemaltecas, UNAMG 
Tel. (502) 5908 0464 
luzmeg@yahoo.com 
 
WHAT TO DO: 



Originally founded in 1983, Rights Action is a not-for-profit organization with tax charitable 
status in the US and Canada. (The Canadian Rights Action Foundation, founded in 1999, is 
independent from and works in conjunction with Rights Action (USA)).  Since 1995, Rights 
Action has been funding and working to eliminate poverty and impunity and the underlying 
causes of poverty and impunity in Guatemala and Honduras, as well as in Chiapas (Mexico) 
and El Salvador.  We directly fund and work with community-based development, 
environmental, disaster relief and human rights organizations.  We also educate about and 
are involved in activism aimed at understanding and changing unjust north-south, global 
economic, military and political relationships. 
 
TO MAKE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS  
for indigenous and campesino organizations working for community-controlled development, 
environmental justice, human rights & justice in Guatemala & Honduras, Chiapas & el 
Salvador, make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to: 
 
UNITED STATES:  Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
CANADA:  552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
 
CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS: http://rightsaction.org/contributions.htm 
DONATIONS OF STOCK: info@rightsaction.org 
 
SPEAKERS: 
Contact us to plan educational presentations in your community, school, place of worship, 
home (info@rightsaction.org) 
EDUCATIONAL-ACTIVIST DELEGATIONS TO GUATEMALA & HONDURAS: 
Form your own group and/ or join one of our educational delegation-seminars to learn first 
hand about community development, human rights and environmental struggles 
(info@rightsaction.org) 
 
• CREATE YOUR OWN email and mail lists and re-distribute our information 
• RECOMMENDED DAILY NEWS: www.democracynow.org / www.upsidedownworld.org / 

www.dominionpaper.ca 
• RECOMMENDED BOOKS: Eduardo Galeano's "Open Veins of Latin America"; Howard Zinn's 

"A People's History of the United States"; James Loewen’s “Lies My Teacher Told Me”; 
Naomi Klein's "The Shock Doctrine"; Paolo Freire's "Pedagogy of the Oppressed"; Dr Seuss's 
"Horton Hears A Who" 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Annie Bird, annie@rightsaction.org 
Grahame Russell, info@rightsaction.org 
Karen Spring, spring.kj@gmail.com 
 


