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ON THE STREETS OF TEGUCIGALPA, ENDLESS REPRESSION BY
MILITARY-BACKED REGIME
By Karen Spring (Rights Action, Tegucigalpa, March 30, 2011

Today, a National Strike was called in Honduras by the public school
teachers and the National Front of Popular Resistance to protest the last
two weeks of brutal and fierce repression, the eighteen political prisoners
on trial and the attempt of the post-coup regime and international financial
institutions to privatize public education.

In various key locations in all areas of the country, thousands of Hondurans
occupied major roads, bridges and universities to participate in the National
Strike. Most protests and gatherings were repressed and unconfirmed
reports say that at least 46 people were illegally detained, many injured and
one killed during the violent evictions throughout the country.

In Tegucigalpa, | experienced a snap shot of the repression that occurred
throughout Honduras as the police, military and the post-coup Pepe Lobo
regime evicted, illegally detained, beat and shot at with tear gas and live
bullets the public school teachers and the pro-democracy people’s
movement.

EVICTION AT STIBYS

In the morning, | arrived at the road occupation in front of the STIBYS
(National Drink & Bottling Union) headquarters just as a large line of police
in riot gear along with the police water tank marched towards the people
and began firing tear gas and drawing their batons.

| walked in the opposite direction and into the rows of transport trucks, cars
& impatient drivers in the traffic jam that built up since the beginning of the
road occupation earlier that morning. | began running away from the clouds
of dispersing gas while being pushed by panicked people scared to get
stuck and to breath in the poisonous gas that was still being fired by police
a far distance behind us.

After the repression had died down, | went back to the STIBYS building to
find a group of men throwing buckets of water on dried bushes, grass and
trees in a gulley next to STIBYS that had caught fire during the eviction
approximately 50 meters from a gas station and even less from a large



propane tank. At that point, the fire had been contained but smoked still
rose from the burning bushes.

When | arrived at the STIBYS entrance, | found out that many people had
been stuck inside the building (that is roughly 30 metres from the road)
during the eviction and that police had shot approximately 30 tear gas
canisters inside the STIBYS property, at the entranceway and inside the
building.

Many were experiencing severe breathing problems and one young girl,
roughly 16 years old, was sitting on the crowded floor, crying and with a
large bruise forming on her left arm above her elbow where police had hit
her with a baton.

Half an hour later, after speaking with people that had returned after the
eviction, | left and headed for the Supreme Court, 10 minutes down the
road.

PROTEST AT THE SUPREME COURT: FREEDOM FOR THE 18
POLITICAL PRISONERS



| arrived at the gathering in front of the Supreme Court around mid-day to
find a large crowd of public school teachers and various social
organizations awaiting the results from the legal hearing occurring at that
time in Court.

Eighteen teachers arrested last Friday, March 25th that have been held
since then in the National Penitentiary in Tegucigalpa were on trial and
being charged with sedition and illicit protest, two charges often laid in
Honduras to criminalize protesters.

We were told that results would not be known until later in the afternoon.
After hearing of the potential eviction of the road occupation in front of the
National Autonomous University (UNAH) on Radio Globo, | decided to go
to the University.

EVICTION AT THE NATIONAL AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY

At the UNAH, | spent roughly two hours behind a line of police heavily
armed (likely by US and Canada military aid to the post-coup regime) and
in full riot gear they shot tear gas, threw rocks, sprayed high-pressured
water from tanks at student protesters at the National Autonomous
University.




As | arrived at the moment the police began to evict the road occupation in
front of the University, | stood behind the police line observing the hour and
a half battle between heavily armed state forces and protesters.

One young male student that strayed from the protesters was pointed out
and chased down by a young man (that was later identified as a police
officer dressed in civilian clothes) with riot police close behind him.

The student was first tackled by the infiltrated police officer and seconds
later four to six officers dressed in riot gear with their batons drawn. As |
arrived metres away, a fight had broken out between two officers near the
now hurt student lying tackled and trampled on the ground.

Apparently, one of the officers that had tackled the student had drawn his
pistol and was pointing it at the student lying on the ground. The other
officer was screaming at him, pushed him away and ordering him to put his
gun away. It was a very intense moment particularly as many police arrived
to surround the student, most kicking or hitting him with their batons.

The student was violently lifted from the ground, again hit more than a
dozen times with the wooden batons that the police carried then dragged
and pushed to the police patrol. In the hour and a half | stood behind the
police, 5 students were arrested and taken to the police post in the
neighbourhood, the Kennedy.




As it is required by law that state forces respect the autonomy of the
UNAH, police and military cannot enter the University (even though the
University’s autonomy has been violated many times since the June 28th,
2009 military coup), many students who were and were not participating in
the occupation, ran into the University to flee the repression and tear gas
(even though moments before police had shot tear gas inside and had
entered to moment later be chased out by protesters).

One student approached me asking me if | was a journalist and then
reported how he had shown up for classes to find the University in chaos.
He told me that the Director of the University, Julieta Castellanos, had
opened the University, insisting that classes commence despite the
repression that had ensued for weeks at the University. He told me he had
not been participating in the road occupation and that he had simply arrived
to attend his classes to find it impossible to enter or be inside the University
safely.

As the police waited for the orders to enter the University, metres from the
gates, to arrest, beat up and repress those they could find, a Honduran
human rights organization mediated an agreement between the student
and the police.

Even though | was there at the University during the day and listening to
reports from different areas of the country on radio throughout the day, the
actual number of people illegally detained and injured from the UNAH and
throughout the country is unknown and difficult to confirm at the writing of
this article.

In such chaos, it is difficult for human rights organizations to confirm
injuries and deaths. From the protest in northern Colon, it still has not been
confirmed the status of the woman that was reported killed by police.
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WHAT TO DO - TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS

To make a tax-deductible donation for community based organizations in
Honduras’ pro-democracy movement working to defend human rights,



eradicate poverty and re-found their nation-state, make check payable to
"Rights Action" and mail to:

UNITED STATES: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
CANADA: 552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8

CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS: http://rightsaction.org/contributions.htm; or
go to: www.rightsaction.org. (Credit card donations can be done
anonymously)

FOR DONATION OF STOCK: contact info@rightsaction.org. (Stock
donations can be done anonymously — have your stockbroker contact
info@rightsaction.org)

WHAT TO DO — WRITE TO YOUR OWN POLITICIANS & GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS

Using or borrowing from the article (above), please write to your own
elected politicians and government officials in Canada and the USA
(addresses below), holding them partially responsible for the on-going
State repression in Honduras, demanding that the governments of USA
and Canada change course and suspend economic, military and political
relations with the military-backed regime of Honduras.

US GOV'T OFFICES AND POLITICIANS

WHITE HOUSE: http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/, 202-456-1111,
Comment Line: 202-456-1414

CONGRESS: Go to http://www.house.gov/ to get info for your member of
Congress, and call: 202-224-3121

SENATE: Go to http://www.senate.gov/ to get contact for your Senator, and
call: 202-224-3121

STATE DEPARTMENT: 202 647-8947

STATE DEPARTMENT - Office of Western Hemisphere Affairs: 202 647-
0834, WHAAsstSecty@State.Gov

AMBASSADOR CRAIG KELLY, Principal Deputy Asst. Secretary, Western
Office of Hemisphere Affairs: KellyC@state.gov



MARIA OTERO, Under Secretary for Democracy and Global Affairs; c/o
Laura Pena, Assistant: PenaL@state.gov

BENJAMIN GEDAN, Honduras Desk Officer, (202) 647-3482
DR. ARTURO VALENZUELA: ValenzuelaAA@state.gov

PAUL MONTEIRO, Office of Public Engagement,
Darron_P._Monteiro@who.eop.gov

AMBASSADOR HUGO LLORENS, U.S. Embassy in Honduras,
LlorensH@state.gov, 504 236-9320 ext. 4268 (Silvia Eiriz,
Eirizs@state.gov)

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS & POLITICIANS

CONTACT YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/HouseOfCommons/MemberB
yPostalCode.aspx?Menu=HOC

GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA David Johnston

Rideau Hall, 1 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A1

info@gg.ca, (613) 993-8200, 800 465-6890

Duncan Mousseau, Director of Policy, Planning and Correspondence
Office of the Secretary to the Governor General
DMousseau@GG.CA

PRIME MINISTER Stephen Harper
harpes@parl.gc.ca

Minister of International Cooperation Bev Oda
509-S Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6
Oda.B@parl.gc.ca

Minister of Foreign Affairs Lawrence Cannon
509-S Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6
cannol@parl.gc.ca

Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas) Peter Kent



125 Sussex Dr, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0G2
(613) 992-0253, kent.p@parl.gc.ca

Gilles Duceppe, leader, Bloc Quebecois
1200 Papineau Av, #350, Montreal, QC, H2K-4R5
ducepg@parl.gc.ca

Jack Layton, leader, New Democratic Party
221 Broadview Ave, Suite 100, Toronto, ON, MM-2G3
laytoj@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May, leader, Green Party
Saanich Gulf Islands EDA, Box 20076, Sidney, BC, V8L-5C9
emaytowin@greenparty.ca

Michael Ignatieff, leader, Liberal Party
656 The Queensway, Etobicoke, ON, M8Y-1K7
ignatm@parl.gc.ca

Bob Rae, Liberal, Foreign Affairs Critic
(613) 992-5234, RaeB@parl.gc.ca

Francine Lalonde, Bloc Quebecois, Foreign Affairs Critic
(613) 995-6327, LalonF@parl.gc.ca

Paul Dewar, NDP, Foreign Affairs Critic
1306 Wellington St. W, Ottawa, ON, K1Y-3B2
dewarp@parl.gc.ca, 613-946-8682

Larry Bagnell, Liberal
bagnell.l@parl.gc.ca

Stockwell Day, Conservative
days@parl.gc.ca, 613-995-1702

Peter Julian, NDP International Trade Critic
Rm 178, Confederation Bldg., Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6
Julian.P@parl.gc.ca

John McKay, Liberal, Scarborough-Guildwood



(613) 992-1447, MckayJ@parl.gc.ca, 613-947-4609

Claire Lehan, Legislative Assistant

(613) 992-6512, McKayJ8@parl.gc.ca

549-D Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6

Kevin Sorenson, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International
Development, Room 518, Justice Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6
(613) 947-4608, SorenK@parl.gc.ca, 613-992-2971

Dean Allison, Foreign Affairs Committee Chairperson
4994 King Street, Beamsville, ON, LOR-1B0
allison.d@parl.gc.ca, 905-995-2772

Barbara Curran, CIDA Director
200 Promenade du Portage, Gatineau, K1A-0G4
819-994-4092, barbara.curran@acdi-cida.gc.ca

CANADIAN Embassy in Costa Rica (responsible for Honduras as well)
Ambassador Neil Reeder

(506) 2242-4400, (506) 2242-4411, sjcra@international.gc.ca

Honduras Office of the Canadian Embassy

Centro Financiero Banexpo, 3 Piso, Boulevard San Juan Bosco, Colonia
Payaqui, Tegucigalpa

(504) 232-4551; tglpa@international.gc.ca
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