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HUDBAY MINERALS SENDS DRILLING TEAMS, ILLEGALLY, ONTO THE "LOT 8" MAYAN-
QEQCHI COMMUNITY: A tense and harsh situation continues 
By Grahame Russell, June 28, 2010 
  
* * *  

MORE INFORMATION:  Grahame Russell, 1-860-751-4285, info@rightsaction.org & Annie Bird, 
1-202-680-3002, annie@rightsaction.org.  www.rightsaction.org 
* * *  
  
The G8 rich and powerful nations gathered in Toronto to discuss and make plans to keep in place 
global economic and military polices that will serve to help keep the G8 nations rich and powerful! 
  
One of the main themes at this year's "G8" meetings - as announced by Prime Minister Steven 
Harper of Canada - is "maternal and child health".  Who can argue with that? 
  
But there is a chasm of suffering and violations between the rhetoric and reality. 
  
The Canadian government, nickel mining companies and investors (like the Canada Pension Plan), 
are not paying a lot of attention to "maternal and child health" in the Mayan Qeqchi community of 
"Lot 8", eastern Guatemala, where HudBay Minerals is repeatedly pressuring and/or attacking 
impoverished Mayan campesino communities. 
  
As part of on-going efforts (that date back to the 1970s) to illegally and forcibly evict Mayan 
Qeqchi communities from lands and communities they have lived on for generations, in recent 
years the Lot 8 community of 100 homes has been razed to the ground, twice, and women have 
been gang raped by Canadian nickel company security guards and Guatemalan soldiers and 
police. 
  
Recently in Canada, CTV aired a W5 documentary "Lost Paradise" addressing many of the environmental and health harms 
and human rights violations being caused by Canadian nickel and gold mining companies in Guatemala (specifically Skye 
Resources, HudBay Minerals and Goldcorp Inc.).  To view:  
http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20100415/w5_paradise_lost_100415/20100417 
  
In "Lost Paradise", W5 focuses attention on the illegal forced evictions and destruction of homes of 
Mayan Qeqchi people in a number of poor villages in the municipality of El Estor.  Some of these 
were documented in a 10-minute film, by Steven Schnoor, the El Estor Evictions.  To view: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q20YxkM-CGI 
  



On January 9, 2007, hundreds of heavily armed soldiers, police and CGN (then Skye Resources, 
now HudBay Minerals) security guards, entered the isolated community of Lot 8.  100 small huts 
were burned to the ground; all personal property, livestock and crops were either destroyed or 
stolen. 
  
On January 17, 2007, hundreds of heavily armed soldiers, police and CGN security guards again 
illegally entered Lot 8, destroyed all the huts the families had hastily rebuilt over the previous 
week.  This time, the security guards, soldiers and police also gang-raped at least 6 women; two 
of the women, who were pregnant at the time, lost their babies. 
  
Read a photo-essay, by Grahame Russell, after Rights Action and the UNBC (University of 
Northern British Colombia - Prince George) made a fact-finding visit to Lot 8 in May 2010.  For the 
first time, since the gang rapes of January 2007, the women rape-victims gave their testimonies, 
publicly, to an international delegation: 
http://rightsaction.org/Alerts/Guatemala_nickel_nightmare_052710.html 
  
No justice, whatsoever, has been done for these crimes - illegal, forced evictions, destruction or 
robbery of property, gang rapes.  No compensation or reparations have been made to the 100 
families of the Lot 8 community. 
  
Since the violence, destruction and rapes of January 2007, the Lot 8 community has moved 
further into the mountains, where they have rebuilt their huts, replanted crops, and been living 
peacefully, precariously, since then. 
  
On June 15, 2010, HudBay Minerals geologists entered Lot 8 community, again illegally, without 
the permission of the community.  Once the community realized what was happening, they 
gathered around and peacefully confronted the company geologists, who then left community 
lands. 
  
The situation is tense.  This can only be a provocation. 
  
Dating back to when the Canadian mining giant INCO first arrive in this region, in 1961 - and 
participated directly and indirectly (along with the Guatemalan military) in a series of well 
documented illegal and forced evictions, disappearances, and political assassinations - none of the 
underlying land-claims issues have ever been addressed by the governments of Guatemala and 
Canada, nor by the chain of global nickel companies - INCO, Skye Resources, HudBay Minerals. 
  
No justice has been done for the forced evictions, property destruction and theft, and other 
political crimes and human rights violations - of 3 decades ago, or of 3 years ago. 
  
Without concrete pressure in Canada on HudBay Minerals and its investors (like the Canada 
Pension Plan) and the direct involvement of the governments of Guatemala and Canada, it is 
probable that more violence will occur; more suffering by the Mayan Qeqchi communities 
(whether Lot 8, and/ or other ones) ... and there will be no resolution to the issues. 
  
By Grahame Russell, June 28, 2010 



  
* * *  

MORE INFORMATION:  Grahame Russell, 1-860-751-4285, info@rightsaction.org & Annie Bird, 
1-202-680-3002, annie@rightsaction.org.  www.rightsaction.org 
* * *  
  
NEEDED: 
Letter writing, phone calls and visits to the offices of HudBay Minerals; Canadian and Guatemalan 
government officials and politicians; Canadian investors; etc (see list below). 
  
Example:  The CPP (Canada Pension Plan) has $30,000,000 of pension funds invested in HudBay. 
  
IN YOUR LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS, DEMAND: 
  

• That HudBay Minerals immediately suspend all its mining operations (exploration and/or 
exploitation in eastern Guatemala); 
That the Guatemalan government immediately suspend the mining licenses of HudBay 
Minerals, and other nickel mining companies operating in eastern Guatemala; 

• That the Canadian and Guatemalan governments - separately - carry out public, complete 
investigations into the long history of forced evictions and human rights violations 
committed by Canadian nickel companies (dating back to the 1970s) in this region of 
Guatemala; 

• Based on the findings of said investigations, that full reparations and compensation be 
made to affected and harmed Mayan Qeqchi communities; 

• That the CPP (and other pension funds and investment funds) completely divest of all 
investments in HudBay Minerals; 

• The passing of comprehensive criminal and civil law reform in Canada, so as to be able to 
hold Canadian companies and investors accountable for environmental and health harms 
and human rights violations. 

  
* * *  
  
TO MAKE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS for indigenous and campesino communities resisting the harms and 
violations of mining projects and carrying out their own environmental justice, community development and human rights 
projects in Guatemala and Honduras, make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to: 
  
UNITED STATES:  Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
CANADA:  552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
  
CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS: http://rightsaction.org/contributions.htm 
  
* * *  
  
EDUCATIONAL DELEGATIONS TO CENTRAL AMERICA:  Form your own group or join one of our delegations to 
learn first hand about community development, human rights and environmental struggles (info@rightsaction.org) 
EDUCATION IN YOUR HOME COMMUNITY:  Contact us to plan educational presentations in your own community, 
school, place of worship, home (info@rightsaction.org 



  
JOIN our listserv: write to: info@rightsaction.org 
JOIN our newsletter mail list.  Send name and address to:  info@rightsaction.org 
CREATE YOUR OWN email and mail lists and re-distribute this information 
RECOMMENDED DAILY NEWS:  www.democracynow.org / www.upsidedownworld.org / www.dominionpaper.ca 
RECOMMENDED BOOKS:  Eduardo Galeano's "Open Veins of Latin America";  Howard Zinn's "A People's History of 
the United States";  Naomi Klein's "The Shock Doctrine";  Paolo Freire's "Pedagogy of the Oppressed"; Dr Seuss's "Horton 
Hears A Who" 
  
* * *  
  
HUDBAY MINERALS INC.  

C/O Manager Investor Relations  
Dundee Place, Suite 2501 
1 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, ON, M5C 2V9 
  
Peter Jones, Chief Executive Officer and Director 
Michael Winship, President and Chief Operating Officer  
info@hudbayminerals.com, investors.relations@hudbayminerals.com 
  
John Vincic, Vice President, Investor Relations and Corporate Communications, 416.362.0615, 
john.vincic@hudbayminerals.com 
  
CGN - COMPANIA GUATEMALTECA DE NIQUEL 
(98.2% owned by Hudbay Minerals) 
John Bracale, President of CGN, jbracale@cgn.com.gt 
Roberto Dala, Manager of CGN, rdala@cgn.com.gt 
  
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
  
Governor General of Canada Michaëlle Jean 
Rideau Hall, 1 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A1 
info@gg.ca, (613) 993-8200, 800 465-6890 
Duncan Mousseau, Director, Policy, Planning and Correspondence 
Office of the Secretary to the Governor General 
DMousseau@GG.CA 
  
Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
harpes@parl.gc.ca 
  
Minister of International Cooperation Bev Oda 
509-S Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 
Oda.B@parl.gc.ca 
  
Minister of Foreign Affairs Lawrence Cannon 
509-S Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 
cannol@parl.gc.ca 
  
Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas) Peter Kent 
125 Sussex Dr, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0G2 



613) 992-0253, kent.p@parl.gc.ca 
  
Gilles Duceppe, leader, Bloc Quebecois 
1200 Papineau Av, #350, Montreal, QC, H2K 4R5 
ducepg@parl.gc.ca 
  
Jack Layton, leader, New Democratic Party 
221 Broadview Ave, Suite 100, Toronto, ON, MM 2G3 
laytoj@parl.gc.ca 
  
Elizabeth May, leader, Green Party 
Saanich Gulf Islands EDA, PO Box 20076, Sidney, BC, V8L 5C9 
emaytowin@greenparty.ca 
  
Michael Ignatieff, leader, Liberal Party 
656 The Queensway, Etobicoke, ON, M8Y 1K7 
ignatm@parl.gc.ca 
  
Bob Rae, liberal, Foreign Affairs Critic, (613) 992-5234, RaeB@parl.gc.ca 
  
Francine Lalonde, Bloc Quebecois, Foreign Affairs Critic, (613) 995-6327, LalonF@parl.gc.ca 
  
Paul Dewar, NDP, Foreign Affairs Critic, (613) 996-5322, DewarP@parl.gc.ca 
  
Larry Bagnell, liberal, bagnell.l@parl.gc.ca 
  
Stockwell Day, conservative, days@parl.gc.ca, 613-995-1702 
  
Peter Julian & Henri Sader, NDP International Trade Critic, Rm 178, Confederation Bldg., Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6, 
julian.p@parl.gc.ca 
  
John McKay, liberal, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development, (613) 992-1447, 
MckayJ@parl.gc.ca, 613-947-4609 
  
Kevin Sorenson, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development, Room 518, Justice Building, 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6, (613) 947-4608, SorenK@parl.gc.ca, 613-992-2971 
  
Dean Allison, Foreign Affairs Committee Chairperson, 4994 King Street, Beamsville, Ontario, L0R 1B0, 
allison.d@parl.gc.ca, 905-995-2772 
  
Paul Dewar, NDP, Foreign Affairs Critic, 1306 Wellington St. W, Ottawa, Ontario, K1Y 3B2, dewarp@parl.gc.ca, 613-946-
8682 
  
Alexandre Leveque, DFAIT, Caribbean, Central America & Regional Policy, 
125 Sussex Dr, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0G2, 613-992-2971, alexandre.leveque@dfait-maeci.gc.ca 
  
GLOBAL CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY COMMISSIONER 
Marketa Evans, Marketa.Evans@international.gc.ca 
  
CIDA 
Barbara Curran, CIDA Director, 200 Promenade du Portage, Gatineau, K1A 0G4, 819-994-4092, barbara.curran@acdi-
cida.gc.ca; Kate Stefanuk (kate.stefanuk@acdi-cida.gc.ca) will serve as Acting Director (& responsible for Honduras); 
Johanne Dupont (johanne.dupont@acdi-cida.gc.ca), Country Program Manager for Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Cuba 
  



CONTACT YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT: 
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/HouseOfCommons/MemberByPostalCode.aspx?Menu=HOC 
  
CANADIAN Embassy in Guatemala 
Ambassador Leeann McKechnie 
leeann.mckechnie@international.gc.ca 
Karin Reinecke, Assistant to the Ambassador 
karin.reinecke@international.gc.ca 
13 Calle 8-44 Zone 10, Edificio Edyma Plaza, Ciudad de Guatemala 
(502) 2363-4348, 2365-1201, gtmla@international.gc.ca 
  
* * *  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


