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President Arevalo & Semilla Party Win

Guatemalan Elections
Will the USA, Canada & “International COmmumty" Accept It‘>

Dear friends and supporters,

I spent 3 weeks in Guatemala in August, being there when
the Semilla Party won a landslide victory in the Presidential
elections.

It is hard to overstate what a monumental shift the Semilla
Party represents in Guatemala. Since a US-backed military coup
ousted Guatemala’s last truly democratic government in 1954,
Guatemalans have suffered under 69 years of military-backed,
corrupt, “open for global business” regimes.

It is comparable, in some ways, to the 2021 election in
Honduras when Xiomara Castro was elected president in a land-
slide victory that ousted the military-backed, corrupt, “open for
global business” regime that, for 13 years, was headed by former
President Juan Orlando Hernandez, who is now in jail in the

US awaiting trial on charges of heading up a government and
military-aided drug trafficking cartel.

The US and Canada, the World Bank, IMF and countless transna-
tional corporations maintained full political, economic and mili-
tary relations with “democratic allies” in both countries every
step of the way.

“A triumphant day. A day of many tears”
End of the U.S./Canadian-backed Narco-regime in

Honduras
By Grahame Russell
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This extraordinary achievement of the Guatemalan people
should be celebrated, even as the traditional political, eco-
nomic, military elites are pulling out all the stops to try
and prevent the Semilla Party from taking over the execu-
tive branch of government during the transfer of power
on January 14, 2024. To date, two plots to assassinate
President-elect Bernardo Arevalo and VP-elect Karin Herrera
have been thwarted (https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/
assassination-plots-against-guatemala-pres-vp-elect).

As in Honduras, the challenges the Semilla Party faces to get
to the transfer of power on January 14, 2024, let alone begin
to re-build their democracy and rule of law, and begin to trans-
form their country and society, government and state, come as
much from outside their borders as from within.

Through January 14, 2024 and beyond, Rights Action will fund
and be involved in work in support of Guatemala’s return to
democracy for the first time since 1954. For more information
about this complicated struggle for a return to democracy in
Guatemala, read our Election Watch Alerts here: https://rights-
action.org/emails.
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Guatemalans Voted to End 69 Years of
e Corrupt Rule. Will US, Canada Accept It?

Wayne Rosen By Grahame Russell, TRUTHOUT, August 25, 2023 (re-printed with permission)

Grahame Russell https://truthout.org/articles/guatemalans-voted-to-end-69-years-of-corrupt-rule-will-us-
Merran Smith canada-accept-it/

Paul Magno

Sredie SdAda: To understand Guatemala’s challenges going forward, we must

ask questions about the role of the international community

Grahame Russell On August 20, 2023, the Semilla Party’s Bernardo Arévalo and Karin Herrera were elected presi-
dent and vice president of Guatemala. This election will bring a formal end to 69 years of anti-
democratic, military-backed, corrupt, “open-for-global-business” governments when the transi-
tion of power takes place on January 14, 2024. “The Supreme Electoral Tribunal has recognized

the results and what the people have shouted is, ‘No more corruption,” President-elect Arévalo
said in an August 20 press conference.

Matthew Simpson
Paul Magno
Camila Rich

But Arévalo’s election won’t bring an end to the interests of an alliance of corrupt judges, pros-
ecutors, politicians, and economic and military elites known as the “Covenant of the Corrupt,”
who have run the country for decades. These elites, who now have to vacate the executive
branch of government for at least four years, retain considerable control over most branches of
the state and most institutions of the government. They dominate all sectors of Guatemala’s
exploitative economy.

GET INFORMED/
GET INVOLVED

Invite us to give
presentations about these

issues As millions of long dispossessed, impoverished

Guatemalans, a majority being Indigenous Mayan

Form your own group or peoples, celebrate the Semilla Party’s victory, seemingly
join one of our educational- impossible-to-overcome challenges still remain within
solidarity delegation seminars its borders — challenges the incoming government will
to Guatemala and Honduras to have to address and work to remedy.

learn more about these issues

B But before it can get to work remedying the country’s

systemic inequalities, the party will have to over-
come ongoing “lawfare” attacks against its members,
who face potential arrest on trumped-up charges. By
legally attacking the Semilla Party, the Covenant of the
Corrupt, which controls the attorney general’s office,
hopes to render the Semilla Party itself illegal, leaving
www.facebook.com/ Arévalo and Herrera as an independent president and  “The government can’t combat corruption

RightsAction.org vice president. because corruption is the government”

mail to: info@rightsaction.org

www.rightsaction.org

www.twitter.com/RightsAction Such attacks are also targeting the role of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal in officializing the

. final vote count.
www.instagram.com/

rightsaction Guatemala faces just as many challenges from outside its borders, namely the policies and

actions of the United States-led “international community,” including Canada, the European
Union, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and countless transnational companies operat-
ing in partnership with Covenant of Corrupt elites in the sectors of for-export food production,
mining, tourism, hydroelectric dams and maquiladora sweatshop garment production.

www.youtube.com/user/
rightsaction

https://rightsaction.org/ What would Guatemala be like today if ...

subscribe To understand these challenges, we must ask important questions about the role and respon-

sibility of the U.S. and international community over the past 69 years of maintaining ben-
eficial political and economic relations with successive military-backed, Covenant of Corrupt
governments.
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“Bitter Fruit”: U.S. Military Coup

What would Guatemala be like today as a government and people
if the U.S. had not planned and orchestrated a military coup in
19547

The June 27, 1954, “bitter fruit” coup violently ended Guatemala’s
only period of actual democracy, from 1944-1954, crushing 10
years of social, economic, land and human rights reforms that the
governments of President Juan Jose Arévalo (father of President-
elect Bernardo Arévalo) and President Jacobo Arbenz Guzman were
working to implement.

The coup restored to power the traditional military-backed eco-
nomic and political elites who had been in power from 1931-1944, during the U.S.-backed dictator-
ship of Gen. Jorge Ubico — precursors to Guatemala’s Covenant of Corrupt governments of today.

After refusing to establish diplomatic relations with the democratically elected governments in
power from 1944-1954, Canada effectively legitimized the 1954 coup by establishing diplomatic
relations with the military-backed government in 1961. Soon after, the Canadian government openly
supported the arrival of the world’s biggest nickel mining company at the time, the International
Nickel Company, known as INCO, to take control of a vast swath of Mayan Qeqchi’ territories and
begin long history of violent, harmful and corrupt mining that continue today.

“Scorched Earth” Genocide

What would Guatemala be like today if the U.S. had not — in the name of “fighting communism”
— backed the Guatemalan military and death squads during the state repression and terrorism of
the late 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s?

Hundreds of thousands of mainly Indigenous Mayan people — young and old, men and women —
were savagely massacred, tortured and “disappeared” in “scorched earth” military campaigns in the
highlands.

In four regions of the country, genocides were carried out against the local Mayan populations.
Millions of people were violently displaced from their homes and lands during the military cam-
paigns, becoming desperately poor and internally displaced, or refugees seeking safe haven Mexico,
the U.S. and beyond. Even today they are still being hunted and killed by the regime.

Ignoring the Peace Accords

In 1996, comprehensive peace accords were signed that set out serious reforms and changes to
remedy most of Guatemala’s historic inequalities, injustices and systemic racism, formally ending
decades of “internal conflict.”

The reforms included, for example, comprehensive land reform, the establishment of the United
Nations Truth Commission to investigate war crimes and crimes against humanity from 1960-1996,
recognition of the rights of refugees to return home to their lands, long-overdue recognition of the
rights of Indigenous (mainly Mayan) peoples.

The U.S., Canada, and much of the international community stated publicly they supported the full
implementation of the accords, but in practice the countries ignored the reforms by not condition-
ing future political and economic relations on proper implementation of the accords.

What would Guatemala be like today if these accords had not been ignored by ensuing Covenant of
Corrupt governments and the U.S.-led international community?

What if the U.S., Canada and international community had actually demanded full implementation
of and compliance with the accords, instead of getting right back to “business as usual” — main-
taining and expanding economic interests with 25 more years of repressive governments controlled
by the Covenant of Corrupt elites right through until today? (cont’d)

“President Rios
Montt is a man

of great personal
integrity and
commitment. I
know he wants

to improve the
quality of life for
all.” (President
Ronald Reagan)
Efrain Rios Montt
was a US-trained
army General and
“president” of the
military regime
during one of the
worst periods of
US-backed scorched
earth massacres and
repression against
Guatemala’s mainly
Mayan population.
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(cont’d from page 3)

“Glorious Victory,” by Diego
Rivera, depicting 1954

U.S. coup that ousted the
government of President
Jacobo Arbenz Guzman.

In the foreground, Central
Intelligence Agency Director
Allen Dulles shakes hand of
U.S.-selected coup “leader”
Col. Castillo Armas. Dulles’s
hand rests on bomb with

face of President Dwight
Eisenhower. Behind Dulles,
his brother, State Department
head John Foster Dulles, and
Ambassador to Guatemala
John Peurifoy, hand cash to Guatemalan military commanders. A Catholic priest officiates over slaughter of Mayan and other
poor Guatemalans. Exploited workers carry United Fruit Company bananas.

The past can't be changed, but asking these questions is more address the almost impossible-to-overcome challenges confront-
than rhetorical. Answering these questions will show what the ing the needs and well-being of the majority population.
policies and actions of the U.S., Canada and international com-

munity have actually been since 1954. Will U.S. and Canadian governments, politicians and media ask

the hard questions and demand serious reforms and changes as

Hopefully, August 20, 2023, will mark a transformational to how they exercise and impose our power and interests on
before-and-after date in Guatemala’s history. The incoming small countries around the world, or will they quickly get back
Semilla Party government and Guatemalan people are already to insisting on business as usual in support of their political
working — hopefully, cautiously, nervously — to begin to and economic interests?



