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Your Funds at Work 

Suppor&ng uphill struggles in Guatemala & Honduras 
Ba7ling Corrupt Tradi&onal Elites Partnered with U.S. & Canadian Governments & 

Business Interests 

As of December 15, Rights Ac*on has sent over $250,000 of your dona*ons and grants to democracy, 

human rights and jus*ce struggles; land, territory and environmental defense struggles; and emergency 

response work, primarily in Honduras and Guatemala (and a few similar projects in El Salvador, 

Argen*na and Mexico). 

Most of these struggles are by defini*on long-term, resis*ng and confron*ng the interests, impunity 

and corrup*on of their own tradi*onal elites, usually partnered with the U.S., Canada, E.U. and 

interna*onal actors like the World Bank and global companies and investors. 

GUATEMALA 

Community defense struggles 

• Landmark Hudbay Minerals civil lawsuits in Canadian courts: Since 2010, suppor*ng 13 Maya 

Q’eqchi’ plain*ffs seeking jus*ce for 2007 and 2009 mining related violence. 

• Ancestral Council of Q’eqchi’ Peoples / Union (Gremial) of Q’eqchi’ fisherpeople: Land, rights and 

environmental defenders resis*ng corrupt, repressive mining opera*on of Switzerland-based Solway 

Investment Group. 

• CODIDENA (Diocese Defense of Nature commieee): Xinka and campesino communi*es par*cipa*ng 

in and resis*ng manipulated “community consulta*on” process spear-headed by corrupt 

Guatemalan government and Pan American Silver (formerly Tahoe Resource). 

• “La Puya” communi*es: Resis*ng KCA (Kappes Cassiday & Associates) mining company that is (a) 

pushing ahead a manipulated “community consulta*on” process, and (b) trying to sue (extort) the 

Guatemalan government for $400 million in “lost poten*al earnings” in a World Bank-controlled 

conflict resolu*on process. 

Criminaliza*on of community defenders 

• Community defenders “criminalized” on trumped up charges for their ac*vism. 

• Lawyers defending criminalized –and some*mes jailed- community defenders. 

Democracy defense support 

Since June 26, 2023, small funds to community organiza*ons doing popular educa*on and community 

mobiliza*on work in defense of electoral process. 

Rabinal Maya Achi Legal Clinic 

Human rights and land defense community educa*on; legal work on Maya Achi women’s sexual assault 

and slavery case, and Rancho Bejuco massacre case. 



FAMDEGUA (Family Members of Disappeared) 

Work in the corrupted legal system on crimes against humanity cases, including Military Diary (Diario 

Militar) case. 

Community development projects 

• Rio Negro Maya Achi village: Centro Historico community museum and educa*on center 

• ACPC (Asociación de Comites de Producción Comunitaria): Xesiguan watershed defense, agro-

ecology project in eight Maya Achi villages of Rabinal 

Educa*on 

• Primary school, La Union Maya Q’eqchi’ community, El Estor 

• Middle & high school studies, children of Q’eqchi’ land/ human rights/ environmental defenders 

• University diploma, R. Mar*nez, Forced Migrancy & Refugee flight studies 

Emergencies 

• German Chub: health support, paralysis vic*m of Hudbay Minerals-linked mining violence 

• Carlos Chen: health support, survivor of Rio Negro massacres of Maya Achi people, to make way for 

World Bank/ IADB’s “Chixoy Dam” project 

• Refugee support: Former Judge, forced into exile; Maya Achi people from Rabinal 

• Casa de Migrantes (Guatemala City): Support for forced migrants from Central & South America 

• Neko: Support for family of murder vic*m (long-*me work partner of Rights Ac*on) 

Truth, Memory 

• Commemora*on: Over 450 Maya Achi vic*ms of 1982 Rio Negro massacres due to World Bank/

IADB’s Chixoy Dam investment project 

• Commemora*on: Deaths of mining resistance and land defenders Adolfo Ich Chaman, Elena Quib 

Choc, Ramiro Choc 

Inves*ga*on, Repor*ng 

• CIRMA, Center for Mesoamerican Research 

• Carlos Ernesto, Maya Q’eqchi’ community journalism 

• Aser of Asylum Denied: a north-south collabora*on documen*ng asermath of the denial of refugee 

claims in the U.S. 

HONDURAS 

• Azacualpa Environmental Commieee, resis*ng harms and community destruc*on by Aura Minerals’ 

cyanide-leaching, open-pit gold mine 

• Berta Caceres family: Security for Berta’s mother; par*cipa*on in struggle for jus*ce for 

assassina*on of her daughter and aeempted killing of Gustavo Castro 

• Honduras Now: Work of Karen Spring and colleagues, documen*ng and resis*ng impacts of U.S. and 

Canadian neoliberal policies and programs 



• OFRANEH (Garifuna land and rights defense organiza*on): Resis*ng violence and corrup*on of 

tourism industry and African palm exporters; seeking jus*ce for on-going ethnic cleansing human 

rights viola*ons and killings 

OTHER COUNTRIES 

• Argen*na: Work to free Milagro Sala and other poli*cal prisoners  

• El Salvador: Jocoai*que historic memory commieee, human rights work and support for survivors of 

U.S.-backed massacres in the 1980s 

• El Salvador: Herbert Anaya Sanabria Human Rights Collec*ve, human rights and historic memory 

work 

• Mexico: Ojala on-line news about human rights and poli*cs in La*n America 

EDUCATION 

• Organizing and delega*ons of Americans and Canadians to learn first hand about array of local to 

global issues our community partner groups confront and resist, from a cri*cal global south/ global 

north perspec*ve 

• Work with media outlets that are inves*ga*ng and repor*ng on issues that Rights Ac*on addresses 

• Par*cipa*on in educa*on/ac*vist forums in the U.S. and Canada 

On request, we can provide detailed informa*on about any of the above … 

******* 

Rights Ac&on December 2023 Newsle7er 
heps://rightsac*on.org/newsleeers 

Tax-Deduc&ble Dona&ons (Canada & U.S.) 
To support land and environmental defenders, and human rights, democracy and jus*ce struggles in 

Honduras and Guatemala, make check to "Rights Ac*on" and mail to: 

• U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 

• Canada: Box 82552 RPO Corktown, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 

Credit-Card Dona*ons: heps://rightsac*on.org/donate/ 

Dona*ons of securi*es in Canada and the U.S.? Write to: info@rightsac*on.org 

******* 

Please share and re-post this informa*on 

More info: info@rightsac*on.org, www.rightsac*on.org 

E-Newsblasts: heps://rightsac*on.org/subscribe 

heps://www.facebook.com/RightsAc*on.org 

heps://twieer.com/RightsAc*on 

heps://www.instagram.com/rightsac*on 

heps://www.youtube.com/user/rightsac*on 
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